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Hitherto 


1 Samuel 7:12 
By Elsie C. Vroman 


ITHERTO the Lord hath helped us, 
All His promises fulfilled, 
Calmed our fears and soothed our sor- 
rows, 
Guided in the paths He willed. 


When our faith has failed and faltered 
He has strengthened by His Word; 

Chastened when we would not hearken; 
Oh, how faithful is our Lord! 


Shall we shrink from life’s stern duties, 
Dread the future—all unknown? 
Rather let us be courageous 
For our God is on the Throne. 


Though we walk amid the shadows 
We may confidently say, 

Saviour, we will fear no evil 
For Thou art with us alway. 
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No More Appeals 


Do we get tired of appeals for 
Money in our churches? Perhaps we 
do, but they will-not stop as long as our 
churches are active. In a bulletin letter 
from the Rev. D. R. Aikenhead, super- 
intendent of the Canadian Sunday 
School Mission, is this striking incident: 
“A deacon reproved his pastor for mak- 
ing so many appeals. for the different 
financial needs of the church. The 
Preacher replied thoughtfully: ‘Believe 
me, I can understand how you feel. I 
used to get tired of my wife making 
appeals for our growing son. She was 





always needing money to buy him 
shoes, a new coat or a suit—it was al- 
ways something. But,’ he added, ‘one 
day our boy died. And there are no 


appeals from my wife any more. Need 
I say that I wish they were still re- 
quired?’ Then he looked at his friend, 
the deacon, and said gently, ‘As long 
as this church is alive and growing 
there will be appeals.’” Paul spoke 
about gifts for the Lord’s work on 
several occasions. To the Corinthians he 
wrote: “Now concerning the collection 
for the saints, as I have given order to 
the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. 
Upon the first day of the week let every 
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one of you lay by him in store, as God 
hath prospered him, that there be no 
gatherings when I come” (1 Cor. 16:1, 
2). To the Philippians he said: “But I 
rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now 
at the last your care of me hath flour- 
ished again; wherein ye were also care- 
ful, but ye lacked opportunity.... Not 
because I desire a gift: but I desire 
fruit that may abound to your account” 
(Phil. 4:10, 17). Here he encourages 
the Philippians to think of their gifts 
not only as supplying his needs, but as - 
something that would bring blessing to 
themselves. They would be rewarded 
for their gifts given out of a willing 
heart, “For God is not unrighteous to 
forget your work and labour of love, 
which ye have shewed toward his name, 
in that ye have ministered to the saints, 
and do minister” (Heb. 6:10). It is our 
duty and privilege to set apart a portion 
of what God has given us in order. that 
we may help others in His service; and 
then we need His guidance as to where 
our gifts should be made. 


ve 


Progress in Bible Translation 


By Allan A. MacRae, Ph.D. 
President, Faith Theological Seminary 


HENEVER a group of Christian 
W veorie carries through a project 

of making a new translation of 
the Bible into English, there is reason 
for rejoicing. One of the outstanding 
excellences of the Bible is its trans- 
latability. : 

Mohammedans claim that the Koran 
is only valid in the original Arabic. 
They consider all translations as poor 
efforts to give the idea of a great Arabic 
classic. 

In many languages translations of the 
Bible have lived a life of their own 
and exerted tremendous influence upon 
the thought and culture of the people 
who read them. 

At present there is particular reason 
to rejoice when Bible-believing Chris- 
tians prepare a new translation of the 
Bible. The English-speaking world has 
long enjoyed one of the greatest treas- 
ures that any nation ever possessed— 
the so-called King James Version. The 
very fact that the King James Version 
is such an excellent translation into 
the English language of three hundred 


. 


1This editorial reviews ‘The Holy Bible: 
The* Berkeley Version in Modern English.” 
Gerrit Verkuyl, Ph.D., Editor-in-Chief. (Zon- 
dervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
1959; regular edition $6.95; deluxe gift edi- 
tion $10.95; genuine leather $14.95.) 


years ago has made it difficult for other 
translations to receive proper attention 
and has resulted in this version remain- 
ing a standard long after many of its 
words, verb forms, and expressions 
have become completely archaic and 
difficult for the ordinary person to un- 
derstand. 

It can safely be said that few trans- 
lations of the Bible into any language 
have at all approached the excellence 
of the King James Version. However, 
the reason for this is not known to 
the average reader. 

The preparation of the King James 
Version was not an isolated event. 
About eighty years had passed since 
Tyndale. prepared his epoch-making 
translation and since that time many 
versions had appeared, some prepared 
by talented individuals, others by 
groups of Christians. Each of these 
versions had its particular merits and 
all were available for consideration by 
the committee that prepared the King 
James Version. 

Many qualities are necessary for ef- 
fective translation work. Not only 
must the translator know the original 
language thoroughly, but he must also 
have a sympathetic feeling for the ma- 
terial to be translated. A ‘translation 
made by a man or a committee who 
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consider the ideas of the original to 
be complete nonsense is quite certain 
to hide rather than to present what 
was in the mind of the original ‘author. 
This is the reason why a translation of 
the Bible by Modernists is very un- 
likely’ to give a true picture of its 
teaching. 

The good qualities mentioned above 

were possessed by the translators of 
the King James Version. They be- 
longed to different groups of Chris- 
tians but all of them believed the Bible 
to be true and Jesus Christ to be God’s 
Son who existed from all eternity. 
Some of them had spent years in study- 
ing the original languages of Scripture 
and were intimately acquainted with 
the Latin and Jewish commentaries. 
It is safe to say that no group of men 
living today could equal the linguistic 
and theological scholarship of the men 
who prepared the King James Version. 
Yet all of these qualifications put to- 
gether would not account for its ex- 
cellences. 
’ One can understand a language per- 
fectly and yet be a poor translator. 
Students often ask: Why should I 
spend months of intensive effort learn- 
ing Greek and Hebrew? Can I expect 
to prepare a translation anywhere near 
as good as what has already been done 
by great scholars? , 

The answer to this question is that 
the student cannot expect to prepare a 
translation anywhere near as good as 
the King James Version. But he can 
expect to learn from the original many 
things that were perfectly clear to the 
translators, but are extremely difficult 
to express in English. Every language 
has its own means of expression and 
these are difficult to carry over from 
one language to another. Words are 
not points but areas of meaning. One 
can know the exact meaning of a He- 
brew word and yet find it necessary to 
use three different English words in 
translating it in different contexts, in 
order to bring out what it means for 
the English reader. Translation cannot 
be simply from word to word. It must 
be from idiom to idiom. Knowing the 
thought of the original is less than 
half of the job. Finding a way to come 
as near as possible to expressing pre- 
cisely the same idea in one’s own 
language is an even harder task. 

William Tyndale showed remarkable 
ability in finding just the right English 
word or phrase to express an idea of 
the Greek and Hebrew original. As 
subsequent individuals and committees 
struggled with preparation of new 
translations each one of them was able 
to find a way at various points to get 
the idea of the original into clear and 
lucid Englishh When the committee 
began its labors on the King James Ver- 
sion they had before them many use- 
ful translations each of which had its 
own particular virtues. First, the com- 


mittee could agree on what the original 
writer meant to say; then they could 
select from the various translations the 
word or phrase that best expressed it. 
A process of eighty years of intensive 
work on getting the Bible 


into the 
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language of their day had prepared the 
way for the production of one of the 
greatest masterpieces of Biblical and 
literary history that the world has ever 
seen. 

In recent years the excellence of the 
King James Version has held men back 
from trying to find ways to express the 
ideas of the original in the English 
language as it is spoken in the twentieth 
century. A number of efforts to trans- 
late the New Testament have appeared, 
but there are very few recent transla- 
tions of the Old Testament. 

The occasion of the present discus- 
sion is the appearance of the Berkeley 
Version in Modern English, of the en- 
tire Bible, edited by Dr. Gerrit Ver- 
kuyl of Berkeley, California. Dr. Ver- 
kuyl had already published his own 
translation of the New Testament in 
1945. In the subsequent years he invited 
various men to prepare translations of 
the books of the Old Testament, for him 
to edit and publish, along with his own 
translation of the New Testament. Thus 
the book before us is partly fourteen 
years old, and partly a new publication. 

If one expects to find in the Berkeley 
Version a translation into the English 
of our day that can compare with the 
position attained by the King James 
Version for the English of its day, he 
is bound to be disappointed. The Berke- 
ley Version has been preceded by 
mo such number of excellent transla- 
tions into the English of its day as were 
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available for the use of the committee 
that produced the King James Version, 
It is not, like that version, at the end 
of such a series; instead it stands prob- 
ably near a beginning. However, it is 
an excellent beginning, and one which 
will be of great value to that committee 
a few decades from now, which will 
be in a position to give us a translation 
worthy to stand beside the King James 
Version, if our Lord tarries. 

In one particular respect the Berkeley 
Version will give special rejoicing to 
Bible-believing Christians. Such evi- 
dences of anti-Christian bias and 
desire to get rid of the Messianic proph- 
ecies of the Old Testament as deface 
the pages of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion are scarcely to be found in it. The 


‘gifted Editor-in-Chief, Dr. Gerrit Ver- 


kuyl, is a thorough believer in the es- 
sential doctrines of the Christian faith 
and it was his desire that the book be 
one from which Bible believers could 
benefit. In such references as Psalms 
2:12; 45:6; Isaiah 7:14; Micah 5:2 and 
Romans 9:5, we do not find that anti- 
Messianic bias which is so noticeable 
in the Revised Standard Version. Any- 
one intelligently reading that version, 
and comparing its New Testament ref- 
erences to the Old Testament with its 
rendering of the Old Testament pas- 
sages to which the apostles point, would 
necessarily conclude that the New Tes- 
tament writers were completely wrong 


(Continued on page 913) 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


Why “Major” and 

“Minor” Prophets? 
Who called prophets Major and 
Minor, or made divisions in the be- 


ginning? What is meant when these 
terms are used?—A Florida reader. 


Edwin W. Rice, D.D., in his fine book, 
“Our Sixty-six Sacred Books, or How 


Our Bible Was Made” (American Sun- - 


day School Union, 1816 Chestnut St., 
Philadelphia, $1), wrote: 

“These sixteen prophetic books are 
divided into four Major or greater, and 
twelve Minor, or lesser prophets. The 
Major or greater were not. so called be- 
cause they were considered greater in 
character or in importance, but simply 
because their recorded prophecies were 
of greater length than the recorded 
prophecies of those called the Minor 
or lesser prophets. There are reasons 
for believing that the oral or unrecorded 
utterances’ of some of the so-called 
Minor prophets equalled and perhaps ex- 
ceeded in length some of those of the 
so-called Major prophets. It is con- 
ceivable that only a small part of the 
lifelong teachings and messages of any 
prophet has been preserved to our 
time.” 

On the subject of “Prophetical Lit- 
erature,” Dr. Rice also Said: 

“A sharp distinction must be drawn 
between three diverse things: (1) The 
oral proclamation of prophecies; (2) 


The original writing of such prophecies 
as were recorded, and (3) the final col- 
lecting and putting prophecies into the 
form in which we now have them, 
Keeping these distinctions firmly in 
mind, may further aid us in examining 
several at present perplexing critical 
problems. 

“The great bulk of prophetic utter- 
ances, even of what may have been 
reduced to writing, and at one time or 
another ‘circulated among the Hebrew 
people, has been lost. It was, we may 
believe, of temporary importance. What 
has been permanently preserved pre- 
sents the substance of the divine teach- 
ings useful for all time. It is gleaned 
from the richest Hebrew experience in 
contact with world powers for over 2 
thousand years. 

“The Hebrews divided this great 
group of their sacred literature into 
‘Former Prophets,’ embracing the books 
from Joshua to the end of Kings. ... 
The remaining sixteen prophetical 
books, from Isaiah to Malachi. (except- 
ing Daniel) were called ‘Latter Proph- 
ets.’ They are now popularly regarded 
as pre-eminently prophetical books.” 


ee 
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. Bisson for December 6 


I. Daniel's Praying Was Guided by the Word 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The importance of learning God's revealed will 


power and assurance because we 
have not found what God’s re- 
vealed will in the matter is. That pe- 
tition Which is grounded on a Scriptural 
basis can be offered with full assurance 
and power. We must learn to use the 
Bible as the guide for our praying. 
Let us study the Word to find out what 
God’s will is and then pray accordingly. 
George Miiller, that great man of 
prayer, employed this secret in his own 
praying. For some years he had fol- 
lowed the usual custom of praying first 
and reading the Bible afterward, with 
no special relation between the two. 
Then he was led to turn the process 
completely around; after a word of in- 
vocation to have the Spirit’s teaching, 
he now spent hours poring over the 
Word, drinking in and filling up with 
the living Word of God; after this, in 
the very mind of Christ which he had 
thus received, he poured out praise, 
prayer, and supplication in great full- 
ness and assurance, 


Ss MUCH of our praying lacks 


Prayer Lessons From the Bible 

Prayer nourished and guided by the 
Word of God will be effective. To di- 
rect our praying we need to note care- 
fully what the Scriptures declare to 


be the will of God. We can find much. 


help for our praying through a study 
of the prayers of the Bible. The prayers 
of the Apostle Paul as recorded in the 
Bible offer a rich source of instruction. 
The apostolic teachings concerning 
God’s program and work in the world 
offer valuable aid. All parts of the in- 
spired Word yield valuable prayer les- 
sons to the open and yielded heart. 
The diligent, believing student marvels 


. to see how fully God has revealed His 


will in His Word. 

7. Persistent Expectancy. Daniel 
prayed with the expectation of an an- 
swer. After he had learned God’s will 
concerning the length of the Babylo- 
nian Captivity, Daniel set his face unto 
the Lord God (9:3). That speaks of 
his determination to get an answer. 
In the tenth chapter this characteristic 
of persistence is even more. strongly 
revealed in the fact that he persisted 
in his prayer and fasting for three 
whole weeks until the answer finally 
came (10:3, 12, 13). 

It is this persistent expectancy in 


prayer that is often so sadly lacking 


today. “Yes, we’re praying for a re- 
vival,” said a godly woman, “but we 
don’t expect it. And others are pray- 
ing for it, but I don’t know of anyone 
who expects it.” For how many of the 
prayers that we offer do we really 
expect an answer? 

In that beautiful little story “Ex- 
pectation Corner” the author tells us 
of a king who prepared a city for some 
of his poor subjects. Not. far from 


By 


This is the second installment of 

Dr. Hiebert’s article on “Learning 

To Pray From Daniel.” The con- 

cluding article will be published 
next week. 








them were large storéhouses where 
everything they could need. was sup- 
plied if they would but send in their 
requests. But on one condition—they 
should be on the lookout for the answer, 
so that when the king’s messengers 
came with the answers to their peti- 
tions, they should always be found wait- 
ing and ready to receive them. The 
sad story is told of one desponding 
person who never expected to get what 
he asked, because he was too unworthy. 
One day he was taken to the king’s 
storehouses, and there, to his amaze- 
ment, he saw, with his address on 
them, all the packages that had been 
made up for him, and sent. They had 
been to his door, but, found it closed; 
he was not on the lookout. Certainly 
this parable has its counterpart in the 
lives of many of God’s people today. 
We do not receive the answers to our 
prayers because we do not expect them. 


II. THE CONSEQUENCES OF His PRAYING 


Prayer such as characterized the 
Prophet Daniel is sure to produce re- 
sults. The Book of Daniel records the 
far-reaching consequences of his pray- 
ing. 

1. Divine Revelations. Marvelous rev- 
elations from God were given to 
Daniel in answer to his prayers. In 
the second chapter we have the thrill- 
ing story of how God made known to 
Daniel the forgotten dream of Nebu- 
chadnezzar and the interpretation thereof 
in answer to prayer. The proud mon- 
arch, furious at the failure of the wise 
men to recall the dream to him, had 
ordered all the wise men of Babylon 
to be slain, among them Daniel and his 
companions. When Daniel learned of 
the decree he intervened in faith and 
promised to give the desired information 
to the king. In response to the prayer 
of Daniel and his three companions 
the matter was made known to him. 
The prayer of Daniel and his com- 
panions was thus used to frustrate the 
purpose of the Devil to destroy Daniel. 
God further used this means to display 
more brilliantly than ever His own 
sovereign purposes with mankind. 

Chapters nine through twelve con- 
tain further revelations of profound 
importance which were explicitly given 
to Daniel in answer to his prayers. It 
is remarkable to note in how many 
ways Heaven assisted Daniel in the dis- 
covery of the deep things of God. When 
Daniel was at Shushan, Gabriel himself 
was sent to “make this man to under- 
stand the vision” (8:16). In 9:22 he is! 
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sent “to give thee skill and understand- 
ing.” ‘In 10:21 an angelic being an- 


- nounces to Daniel, “I will shew thee 


that which is noted in the scripture of 
truth” (cf. also 11:2). He was truly a 
God-taught man. He was a man of 
the profoundest learning and wisdom. 

2. Personal Protection.. Daniel expe- 
rienced spectacular deliverances in an- 
swer to prayer. The remarkable answer 
to prayer recorded in chapter two was 
in response to prayer “that Daniel and 
his fellows should not perish with the 
rest of the wise men of Babylon” (2:. 
18). The story of Daniel’s deliverance 
from the mouth of the lions is one of 
the most thrilling stories in Scripture 
(chap. 6). Clever court intrigue had 
caused King Darius to sign a decree 
which made it unlawful for thirty days 
to pray to anyone but the king. With a 
full knowledge of the consequences of 
a violation of that decree, Daniel con- 
tinued to pray to his God as -before. 
Daniel’s enemies forced the king to 
throw him into the den of lions, but a 
supernatural deliverance was experi- 
enced by the godly prophet—a deliver- 
ance so spectacular that the king 
universally proclaimed it as an act of 
God (6:26, 27). 

3. Activity in Heaven. The most as- 
tonishing consequence of Daniel’s pray- 
ing is the revelation that it set the 
heavens in motion. In chapter nine 
we see that as soon as Daniel began 
his Scripture-based prayer, activity com- 
menced in Heaven. The angel) Gabriel 
is at once caused to fly swiftly to him 
(vv. 21, 22). As soon as He found a 
man who was moved and spiritually 
concerned about the matter, God began 
to work. Heaven began to move at the 
prayer of Daniel. , 


The Scope and Effect of Prayer 

Even more dramatic is the revelation 
in the following chapter (chap. 10) of 
the supernatural repercussions of Dan- 
iel’s prayers. The events in this chap- 
ter occurred: some three years after 
those recorded in chapter nine. Ap- 
parently Daniel is perplexed and deeply 
burdened and grieved at the meager 
response to the royal decree permitting 
the return of the Jews to their own 
land (Ezra 1:1-4). Burdened in soul 
he continues in prayer and fasting for 
three weeks, determined to carry 
through his petition at any cost. At the 
end of that time he receives his an- 
swer and is given an astonishing reve- 
lation concerning the cause of the 
delay. The angelic messenger informs 
him: “The prince of the kingdom of 
Persia withstood me one and twenty 
days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief 
princes, came to help me” (10:13). The 
angelic prince had started at once in 
response to Daniel’s prayer, but he had 

(Continued on page 914) 
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What the Bookshelves Show 


Excellent offerings on Bible study and exposition, Sunday school methods, homiletics, 
church history, missionary training, and the like 


E Double Mind. By Don J. Ken- 

i yon. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) Con- 
vinced that the primary warning of the 
Epistle of James is directed against 
double-mindedness, and that this sin is 
terribly characteristic of the twentieth 
century church,.Mr. Kenyon here treats 
the Scriptural prescription for the mal- 
ady of our day. And he does it well, 
demonstrating at the same time a sensi- 
tivity to the teaching of the Word and 
to the needs of present-day Christians. 


Writes the author, “We have seen a 
theological miracle performed in - our 
age. We have managed somehow to 
turn the wine of holy living back into 
the water of moral laxity, and have done 
so in the name of Christ who died to re- 
verse the order” (p. 12). He has a 
facility for phrasemaking that causes 
old truths to manifest themselves in 
fresh garb, and this gift, combined with 
a scholarly understanding of the Biblical 
text and a passionate concern for the 
state of the church today, may well be 
the means of awakening many Chris- 
tians from their pitiful slumbers. 


Especially notable are Mr. Kenyon’s 
treatment of the age-old problem of 
faith versus works, and of the much- 
discussed healing doctrine found in the 
fifth chapter of James. These are fresh, 
stimulating considerations of questions 
that the church still faces, and they are 
well done. The book is full of state- 
ments that are worth quoting, for their 
succinct: manner of stating Biblical 
truth. 


This is not a verse-by-verse commen- 
tary on James, but an application of the 
central truths of the Epistle to the life 
of today. It is a small book (83 pages), 
packed full of good things, and while it 
is well worth the purchase price, and 
more, it is to be regretted that the pub- 
lisher has not made it available at a 
price more in keeping with other cur- 
rent books of a similar size, so that an 
even greater number of people. might 
profit by the significant message pre- 
sented by. the author. 


Ged in the Eternal Present. By’ Carl 
G. Howie. (John Knox Press, Rich- 
mond 9; $2.25.) “It is always today in 
the Christian life—the present has the 
dimensions of eternity” (p. 123). In 
making this statement, which in a sense 
sounds -the keynote of the book, Dr. 
Howie is not minimizing the importance 
of what has happened in the past, or 
the glory of the Christian’s future. But 
he is insisting that God’s saving acts in 
the past and His gracious promises con- 
cerning the future are intended to come 
to focus in the Christian’s life here and 
now. 

With this in mind the author is con- 
cerned to present basic Christian truth 
in language that reveals its relevance 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








for today, and to insist that sound doc- 
trine must be translated into sound life, 
not at some future time, nor under more 
perfect conditions, but in this present 
moment of experience. Howie writes: 
“We believe that theology is the vital 
concern of every life and that it is fas- 
cinating to most readers when pre- 
sented in relation to the common life. 
We believe that the presentation of 


_ Christian truth must not be made in two 


movements—namely, instruction and 
application—but rather in one. Instruc- 
tion and application are part and parcel 
of the same effort” (p. 18). 

The evident concern of the author for 
these things gives a refreshing air to his 
work. He writes with a passion and he 
expresses his convictions well. He has 
an attention-compelling style, and much 
of what he writes is well worth quoting. 
A few things in the book are disap- 
pointing: for example, while insisting 
on the final authority of the Scriptures, 
he seems to stress the record of human 
experience found therein at the expense 
of the revelation of what the theologians 
call “propositional truth.” Neverthe- 
less, he has a message that Christians 
need, and the book could be a means of 
helping many into a new understanding 
of the Christian faith and its meaning 
for life today. 


God Hath Spoken. By T. Roland 
Philips. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.) A number 
of years ago, a young pastor was in de- 
spair. After only a few years in the 
service of Christ, he had run dry in his 
preaching. Week after week he had 
been preaching topical sermons, using 
some portion of the Scripture as a point 
of departure for the expression of his 
own thoughts. Now he had no new 
themes or topics to present, and each 
week was characterized by a desperate 
search for something to say on the fol- 
lowing Sunday. 

At last, having come utterly to the 
end of himself, he asked the Lord to 
make him a preacher of the Word, and 
to help him so to get into the Book him- 
self that he would be able to share its 
riches with others. God wonderfully 
answered T. Roland Philips’ prayer, and 
in succeeding years he became a man of 
the Word, whose expositions of the 
truth gave him an exceedingly fruitful 
ministry, not only in the Arlington 
Presbyterian Church of Baltimore, 
where he served for 38 years, but in a 


- Rapids 6, Mich., $2.95.) 


conference ministry that many Chris- 
tians remember with thanksgiving. 

The book under review presents 
twenty of the sermons Dr. Philips 
preached in his own church. Those who 
have heard this faithful preacher of the 
Word will find here just what they 
would expect: reverent, earnest exposi- 
tions of the Scriptures, characterized by 
the preacher’s love for the Book and his 
knowledge of the needs of men. Those 
who have not known his ministry at 
first hand will find a good sample of the 
messages that blessed the people, and 
kept the once-desperate preacher fresh 
through the long years since he cried 
out to God for help. Something of Dr. 
Philips’ warm heart shines through 
these messages, and both preachers and 
lay Christians will profit by reading 
them. 


Between the Testaments. By Charles 
F. Pfeiffer. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Congratulations 
are in order to Dr. Pfeiffer and Baker 
Book House for providing this long- 
needed book. 
years since a first-rate work has ap- 
peared on the intertestamentary period, 
as such. There is no ‘other book 
that discusses the “four hundred silent 
years” in relation to modern archaeo- 
logical discovery, and from a conserva- 
tive standpoint. Dr. Pfeiffer’s style is 
conversational and smooth. He traces 
the hand of God upon His ancient peo- 
ple under Babylonian rule, during the 
Persian period, exposed to Hellenism, 
and finally under the supremacy of 
Rome. In it all the author sees the 
world-being prepared for the coming of 
the Lord’s Anointed. An excellent bib- 
liography, a list of suggested further 
reading, and a carefully prepared index 
complete the book’s 130 pages. .The au- 
thor is currently associate professor of 
Old Testament at Gordon Divinity 
School. 


Why We Believe in Creation Not in 
Evolution. By Fred John Meldau. 
(Christian Victory Pub. Co., Denver 11; 
$3.75.) The editor of Christian Victory 
Magazine has obviously done a great 
deal of research to produce this 348- 
page compendium of very striking evi- 
dence against evolution and in favor of 
divine creation. Mr. -Meldau is care- 
ful to define his terms, such as evolu- 
tion, species, mutation, transmutation, 
and quotes Darwin on evolution. He 
holds that there are “mutations but no 
transmutations,” that is, there may be 
many varieties within any group, but 
one kind of life (or genus) can never 
change into another. Mr. Meldau cites 
many strange creatures as witnesses 
against evolution; shows that our planet 
is a witness to creative design; he calls 
upon the wonders of the universe and 
the atom—extremes in size—as proofs of 
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id lesson for December 6 


the handiwork of an all-wise, all- 


'. powerful Creator. He devotes chapters 


to amazing facts from the world of birds 
and of bees and ants. One chapter is 
entitled “The Marvelous Mystery of 
Man,” another, “Mysteries, Miracles, 
and Missing Links,” and another, “Fos- 
sils, Frauds, and Fables.” Mr. Meldau 
quotes copiously from scientific writers 
but is careful to give his sources. He 
shows that “the endless varieties in na- 
ture and the ‘persistence of species’ and 
the many strange and odd specimens of 
life are witnesses the fact of divine 
creation.” This is the kind of book that 
has been needed for some years by 
students who are forced to study the 
evolutionary theory in high school and 
college. It contains a wealth of inter- 
esting natural history and all this is 
brought together as evidence of the wis- 
dom and power of God and the truth of 
the Bible. The author concludes: “A 
thousand facts, ten thousand voices, a 


million specialized plants and animals 


bear witness to divine creation!” 


The Cross-Reference Bible. Edited by 
Harold E. Monser. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $13.95 until Dec. 
31, 1959, $14.95 thereafter.) Bible stu- 
dents will love this volume. A reprint of 
a valuable work, long unobtainable, “The 
Cross-Reference Bible” is a whole li- 
brary of Biblical study helps. Its 2,405 
pages contain one of the most com- 
plete cross-reference systems available. 
Under the title, “Jesus,” there appear 
20,000 references. The work contains 
400,000. Every book and group of books 
is introduced by a detailed analysis. 
The New Testament is preceded by a 
tabulation of Old Testament incidents 
referred to in the New Testament, and 
passages quoted or paraphrased. An 
extremely valuable feature, not found 
elsewhere in an English Bible, is a 
system of “Variorum Readings.” At 
the foot of each page, dozens of variant 
renderings are printed from ancient 
manuscripts, modern editions, transla- 
tions, and commentaries. The reader 
immediately has at his disposal the re- 
sults of centuries of careful study. 
In addition, helpful definitions, stimu- 
lating word studies, and biographical 
studies are included by editors Ira M. 
Price, A. T. Robertson, Milton S. Terry, 
R. A. Torrey, and others. The text is 
the American Standard Version of 1901. 
The volume is handsomely produced, 
and richly deserves a place in the 
Bible lover’s library. 


Authority. By D. Martyn Lloyd- 
Jones. (Inter-Varsity Press, Chicago 
10; $1.25.) One of the most important 
problems confronting us, Dr. Lloyd- 
Jones believes, is the old question of 
authority. The Christian church has 
been weakened by the loss of it. Here 
are three addresses on the authority of 
Jesus Christ, of the Scriptures, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Christ “is the ultimate and the final 
*. The whole of our case 
rests upon Him.” His authority is sup- 
ported by the witness of the Gospels, 
His own claims, actions, and assertions, 
His death, resurrection, and ascension; 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


and the witness of other New Testa- 
ment writers. K 

In his message on the Scriptures, Dr. 
Lloyd-Jones shows the hopelessness of 
letting man’s reason decide what is and 
what is not of value, and he staunchly 
defends the whole Bible as the Word of 
God. He shows that arguments are not 
enough to convince a man that the 
Scriptufes are true, but that belief in 
them is ultimately a matter for faith. 
“It is only as the result of the work, 
and the illumination, of the Holy Spirit 
within us that we can finally have this 
assurance about the authority of the 
Scriptures. ... A man who is-not a 
Christian cannot believe in the author- 
ity of the Scriptures.” The author, 
however, does present some strong ar- 
guments for the inspiration of the 
Scriptures. 

Believers and Christian workers will 
probably find that the third message, 
on the Spirit, presents. for them the 
strongest challenge. The author shows 
how our great concern for respectabil- 
ity and dignity has hindered blessing 
and revival, and that we can do nothing 
worth while without the authority of 
the Spirit. He gives striking illustra- 
tions from revivals of the past, and 
makes a strong plea for concerted 
prayer for revival in our own day. 


Illustrated Dictionary of Bible Man- 
ners and Customs. By A. Van Deursen. 
Illustrated by Van J. De Vries. (Zon- 
dervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $2.50.) This small “dictionary” 
consists of forty-nine pages of black 
and white pen sketches, each facing a 
page of text. In this manner, material 
on Biblical culture—dwellings, occupa- 
tions, tools, customs, dress, and the like 
—is displayed and explained. The 
small volume is the English translation 
of a Dutch work. It is imported from 


Great Britain and is helpful as an aid 


to visualizing Bible life. 


Facing the Field. By T. Stanley Sol- 
tau. (Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $2.) The prospective mission- 
ary and the missionary newly arrived 
on the field are desperately in need of 
help. They need something more than 
the fulsome praise that is usually be- 
stowed on them at farewell services, 
and something more than the well- 
meaning advice that is usually plentiful 
at such times. They need to be told 
honestly and frankly of the problems 
they will face, and of the new demands 
that. will be made on them physically, 
emotionally, and spiritually. Most of all 
they need the sympathetic counsel of 
those who know the Lord, and who 
have been through these same experi- 
ences of adjustment and orientation to 
the mission field. 

Obviously, no one book is likely to 
provide all that these new missionaries 
will need, by way of help and direction. 
But Dr. Soltau, himself a veteran of 
many years service in the Orient, has 
here made available an excellent treat- 
ment of the problems of life on the mis- 
sion field, and has offered, as ‘well, 
sound advice on dealing with them. It 
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is evident that he has met these situa- 
tions head-on, both in his own service 
and in the lives of younger missionaries 
whom he has counseled. As a result, he 
offers here neither superficial diagnoses 
nor cheap remedies. He knows that the 
problems of young missionaries are seri- 
ous ones and that upon their satisfac- 
tory solution may well depend the 
effectiveness of these servants of God. 
He writes out of a full heart and rich 
experience, and the result is a book that 
should be of great help to many. 

The emphasis throughout the book is 
a highly practical one, and any experi- 
enced missionary will know that the 
situations Dr. Soltau deals with are not 
imaginary ones, and that his warnings 
and his suggestions are solidly based in 
the Scriptures and in long missionary 
experience. 


The Study ef Old Testament Theology 
Today. By Edward J. Young. (Fleming 
H. Revell Co,, Westwood, N. J., $2.) The 
present volume contains four lectures 
that were delivered at the London 
Bible College, London, England. The 
British edition of this book has been 
previously reviewed in the Trmes. Dr. 
Young defends the trustworthiness of 
the Old Testament in the book’s 111 
pages. : 

British writers, especially Old Testa- 
ment scholar H. E. Ellison, have criti- 
cized the lecturer as too exclusive in 
spirit. Dr. Young allows too many 
Christian presuppositions to color his re- 
search, contend his critics. The reviewer 
agrees that Dr. Young undervalues the 
contributions of nonconservative and 
non-Christian scholars. However, this 
little book contains much solid mate- 
rial with which the reader will do well 
to acquaint himself. 


Patterns for Preaching. By Harry C. 
Mark. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.95.) The author, a 
professor of homiletics as well as a pas- 
tor, states a threefold purpose for the 
book: (1) Biblical—“to create a Bible- 
centered ministry”; (2) practical—“to 
put in simple and clear outline form the 
art of outlining”; (3) variety—“the con- 
tent of our message must ever be the 


-Word ... but the form in which it is 


cast must vary.” The mechanics are also 
threefold: definition—illustration—eval- 
uation. The content likewise is sep- 
arated into three general divisions: 
subject patterns—textual patterns—ex- 
pository patterns. (The term “subject” 
is used in the way that the conventional 
term “topic” is. used.) Under each of 
these broad headings there are, respec- 
tively, twelve, twenty-one, and seven 
distinct patterns of sermons. In addi- 
tion to the more generally recognized 
patterns, such as “biographical,” “doc- 
trinal,” and the like, the author includes 
such patterns as “analogical,” “sup- 
positional,” “propositional,” “observa- 
tional,” “comprehensive,” “oratorical,” 
and many others that are unique and 
suggestive. Outlines are presented, 
some complete, and some in skeleton, 
to illustrate each pattern in various 
ways. The volume has a different ap- 
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I. God's Cure in the Jungle 


A letter from Betty Elliot 


N SATURDAY Kimu was out 
chopping trees. Suddenly he came 
tearing into the clearing shouting, “A 
herd of wild hogs!” He grabbed his 
two spears and blowgun, gulped some 
chicha, whipped off the bathing trunks 
he was wearing, and took off, followed 
by Naenu, Dawa, and me. ‘ 

We soon left the trail (or at least we 
left the last vestiges of what I call a 
trail!) and raced up hills and down, 
across streams, ‘under logs and vines, 
through mud and thickets of thorns. 
Each time we came to a stream there 
would be the trail of hog footprints in 
front of us. Of course the Aucas had 
been following it all along, but I never 
saw a trace of them in the trackless 
jungle. It is a marvel to me how they 
do it—and at top speed, too! It was 
not long before I was hopelessly con- 
fused as to direction, making it all the 
more imperative to keep close behind 
the Indians, as I could never have 
found my way home alone. Further- 
more, if I had let them get out of sight 
for so much as a few seconds I would 
not have known which way they’d gone. 
So it was quite a chase. Presently 
Gimari and Ipa slipped by me like two 
swift and naked forest sprites. How 
they had caught up with us I'll never 
know. I had assumed they were stay- 

. ing home. 


After about an hour or more (I lost 


all track of time as well as direction) 
the single file of Indians, led by Kimu, 
stopped abruptly and spoke in the 
lightest of whispers, “Here they come.” 
Now why on ‘earth those pigs would do 
a rightabout-face and come back along 
the very trail we were following is a 
mystery to me. Yet Kimu somehow 
knew that’s what they would do, and 
we could hear them now. (Again, the 
Aucas had been hearing them all along, 
but to me the forest was as silent as 
ever.) They seemed to be a big herd, 
grunting and rushing toward us. I had 
my camera ready, but. wondered what 
-I’d do when that wild pack began to 
bear down on us! Gimari whispered, 
“Stand still beside their trail—like this 
—they will just tear past. They won’t 
stop to bite you. You just go ahead 
and take pictures.” Everyone stood 
statue-still. Kimu was a beautiful pic- 
ture—legs astride, his powerful right 
arm raised high with the red-dyed, 
feathered spear poised horizontally, 
every nerve tense. The rush and roar 
was approaching I suppose within 
thirty feet. They must have sensed us. 
They turned at right angles and took 
off, their sound: completely disappear- 
ing in a second or two. I’ve read 
stories of how big animals, and numbers 
of them, can move through the jungle 
without so much as shaking a leaf. I 
really believe them now. Everything 
was as still as before—only the screech 
of a bird far off. Kimu disappeared 
after them, but the women decided to 
return home. At one point Ipa and 


Gimari went off some distance, think- 
ing they heard the pigs. I continued 
on with Dawa and Naenu, and at one 
point they stopped and said, “Here 
come ‘the two girls.” I couldn’t hear a 
sound. We waited three or four min- 
utes, and sure enough, here they came! 
How do they do it? 

It was disappointing, of course, not 
to have seen the pigs (I was the only 
one who didn’t) but well worth the trip 
if only for the experience of learning 
how they go about it. And if my pic- 
ture of Kimu poised for the kill comes 
out, that would make it well worth 
while. I have asked the men to throw 
a spear for me sometime, just so I can 
see how it’s done, but they say the 
spears often break, and don’t want to 
risk this unless there is something to 
kill. (You may remember that the 
spear they found near Jim’s body was 
broken in half.) 

Kimu returned three or four hours 
later than we did—bearing a good big 
sow. He went out again next day, fol- 
lowed the same herd (how did he 
know where they would spend the 
night?!) nearly over to Terminal City, 
and came back at nightfall with a boar 
and a baby pig. The latter he cap- 
tured with his hands and intended to 
give his wife for a pet, but it bit him 
so he ran: it; through with a spear. 

August 24. “Mama! They have tiny, 
feet!” Val comes in now, triumphantly 
clutching some minute tadpoles. I 
spent some time yesterday trapping 
minnows for her. She put them care- 
fully in a can, changed the water sev- 
eral times, fed them large kernels of 
corn, and next thing I knew she had 
set the can on the fire. Their struggles 
were over by the time I realized it. 

The progress on the airstrip is gla- 
cially slow. I’ve been helping roll the 
monstrous stumps over the bank. It 
takes all the man power available, es- 
pecially stnce these stumps all have 
buttress roots, and are therefore not 
really rollable. Well, I’ve ceased trou- 
bling myself about anything any more 
which is even days ahead. I’ve seen 
the Lord take care of things so beau- 
tifully which seemed to me impossible 
debacles. How often do we have to 
go over this lesson? Are things really 
in His hands, or are we the hopeless 
victims of men and _ circumstances? 
Have been reading about Joseph. I 
can come to no conclusion other than 
that God intended for him to be sold 
into Egypt. God’s purposes were ac- 
complished through a bunch of jealous, 
avaricious, perfidious, pusillanimous 
men. Nobody lost anything by it but 
the sinners themselves. Joseph was 
imprisoned because of a lying adul- 
teress. There is no evidence that he 
was ever exonerated from charges 
which must have “ruined his testi- 
mony.” But the point is that no matter 
what men did to him, the Lord remem; 
bered him. We, too, can count on this. 


( 
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He is indeed our refuge—and He ig 
our refuge from other men, from ad- 
verse circumstances, from all that life 
can bring—from our very selves, ag 
George MacDonald so illuminatingly _ 
points out. This last has been a great 
help to me in seeking guidance. [ 
simply tell Him that I’m counting on 
Him to be my refuge from my own 
mistakes. He knows that my deepest 
desire is His will whatever lesser mo- 
tives may enter in. “Just ignore those, 
Lord—meet only the deepest one.” 


September 10. Somewhere on the 
Curaray—We left Tiwaenu this morn- 
ing at 6.30. Val walked the whole way 
to the Punzunu, with no difficulties at 
all. I managed to pick up three thorns 
in my feet, but otherwise ‘the trip was 
a snap. The Indians had left a papaya 
in the canoe which tasted exceedingly 
delightful after so many weeks with no 
fresh fruit (except the delectable stuff 
Jan Woods sent me several times in 
the parachute drops) and after the heat 
of the trip. On the way down the An- 
angu the men saw a boa “as big as a 
tree,” but of course I caught nary a 
glimpse of it as usual. We saw lots of 
tapir and wild hog tracks, puma spoor 
in one spot, but no game, birds, or fish. 

Val is slow on the trail, not mainly 
because of pace. . She does as well as 
the average gringo adult at least—but 
because she wants to know whose 
“feet” those are when she sees tracks. 
She wants to pick flowers and red toad- 
stools; she points out to.me clay for 
molding pots; she stops to watch fish in 
the streams—she even looks under logs 
for a certain kind I never heard of 
which she says the Aucas tell her live 
under the logs—she wants to know 
where the lovely flower fragrance is 
coming from, etc. 2 

Coming up river in the canoe she 
slept under a tent of lisan leaves—most 
effective protection from a fierce sun. 
Right now she has finished a large bowl 
of chicha and is chewing on a piece of 
wild bird and yucca given her by the 
men. I am seated in my hammock, 
slung between two trees near the river 
beach. The BBC is coming through 
very clearly on my Zenith. It gives a 
very unusual atmosphere here a thou- 
sand miles (seemingly) from nowhere. 

An Indian just brought me a banana 
leaf on which were a piece of yucca and 
two small pieces of wild hog; killed yes- 
terday, smoked last night, and cooked 
just now. Delicious. i 


September 13. Arajuno. Very thank- 
fully back here in my little house after 
the most memorable (to say the least) 
trip in a canoe yet experienced. On 
Friday morning (the 11th) wé left our 
leaf huts on the beach under a very 
glowering sky. It was 6.30 or so, but 
seemed to be getting darker every 
minute. In half an hour the rain was 
upon us, coming lightly at first and -° 
very quickly turning to the chilling, 
pelting kind of storm we had on our 
way up the Anangu with Marj and 
Mardelle. The river began to rise per- 
ceptibly, and of course poling became 
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LESSON 10. 


DECEMBER 6. STANDING BY A NEW CONVERT 


Acts 9:10-31; printed text, verses 10-20, 26-29a ¢ 


Golden Text.—And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake 
hath forgiven you.—Eph. 4:32 


THE KING JAMES VEBSION 


Acts 9:10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, 


named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, An- 
anias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord, 

11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and. go into the 
street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of 
Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, 

12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias com- 
ing in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive 
his sight. 

13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many 
of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at 
Jerusalem: 

14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to 
bind all that call on thy name. 

15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a 
chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, 
and kings, and the children of Israel: 

16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for 
my name’s sake. 

17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; 
and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, 
even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou 


bd Me 


camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, 
and be filled with the Holy Ghost. ‘ 

18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had 
been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and 
was baptized. 

19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. 
Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at 
Damascus. 

20 And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, 
that he is the Son of God. 


26 And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to 
join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, 
and believed not that he was a-disciple. 

27 But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, 
and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the 
way, and that he had spoken to him, and how he had 
preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. 

28 And he was with them coming in and going out at 
Jerusalem. 

29 And he spake boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus. 


Lessons based on Intertiational Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

GOOD description of this lesson 
A would be “the ministry of middle- 

men.” It answers the question: 
How could Saul of Tarsus, passionate 
and fiery enemy of the church, but now 
soundly converted, be brought into fel- 
lowship with the saints? 

God’s purpose was to transform Saul 
into a mighty instrument for the proc- 
lamation of the Gospel to the ends of 
the earth. Every step in the attainment 
of this goal was divinely ordained. The 
brilliant light from Heaven and the daz- 
zling brightness of the vision of Christ 
that prostrated Saul in the dust: all this 
was part of the plan. But so was the 
less exciting but extremely important 
ministry of men who took the new con- 
vert in hand, sponsored him, presented 
him to the other believers, and thus 
aided him in the fulfillment of his God- 
appointed task. 

Ananias and Barnabas. Far fewer 
people know about them than know 
about the Apostle Paul. But they were 
just as truly links as he was in the 
chain of God’s will for sinful man. 

A mighty transatlantic liner needs 
tugboats to start it on its course. A 
Sputnik needs auxiliary blasts to launch 
it into orbit. Paul got under way in his 
world-wide mission because faithful 
men of less renown stood by him. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 9:10.—“. . . there was a certain 


disciple at Damascus ... Ananias .. . to 
him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias 
. he said, Behold, I am here, Lord.” 
Ananias (in Hebrew Hananiah, as in 
Ezra 10:28) was a Hebrew Christian of 
Damascus who had probably never met 
Saul personally. He was highly es- 
teemed in the city as devout (cf. 22: 
12): In response to the Saviour’s call 
he replied, “I, Lord” (literally, implying, 
“T am ready and waiting”). 
Verse 11—“. . . the Lord said... 
Arise, and go into the street .. . called 


Straight ... enquire in the house of 
Judas for ... Saul, of Tarsus ... he 
prayeth.” today one of the main streets 


of Damascus is still called “Straight.” 
Ananias was told to search out Saul 
exactly at this time because (1) Saul 
had been divinely told of his coming (cf. 
v. 12); (2) he was praying and expect- 
ing’ an answer; (3) he was thus in a 
mood to receive Ananiasss physical and 
spiritual aid (cf. v, 17). 
Verse 12—“. . . hath seen in a vision 
. Ananias coming in .. . putting his 
hand on him, that he might receive his 
sight.” Note the prominence of visions 
in connection with Saul’s conversion 
and preparation for service (i.e., 9:3, 10, 
12). One is reminded of 10:3 and 10:10- 
17. The Lord was using heavenly means 
in the swift fulfillment of his far-reach- 
ing purposes. . 
Verse 13.—*. . Ananias answered, 
Lord, I have heard by many of this 
man, how much evil he hath done to 
thy saints at Jerusalem.” This is the 
first time in the Bible the word “saints” 


(i.e., “separated ones”) is used of be- 





cus, was hesitant because fugitives from 
Jerusalem had told him of Saul’s fierce 
hostility toward, and cruel persecution 
of, the church (cf. 7:58; 8: a>. 

Verse 14—“. . . here he hath authority 
from the chief priests to bind all that 
call on thy name.” “Chief priests” in-~ 
cluded the actual high priest and living 
ex-high priests. Christians in Jerusa- 
lem, horrified by Saul’s plan to arrest 
believers wherever found, had sent mes- 
sengers or come in person to Damascus 
to warn believers there. Their messages 
reached Damascus in advance of Saul, 
whose conversion and blindness delayed 
his approach to the city. 


Verse 15.—“. . . the Lord said ... Go 
thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto 
me, to bear my name before the Gen- 
tiles ... kings .. . the children of Is- 
rael.” The risen Saviour was patient. 
He gently explained His plan to His 
dear servant Ananias. “Vessel” sug- 
gests “instrument,” or “organ.” Christ’s 
“name” includes His being and ministry. 
Saul is here declared to be God’s official 
delegate to the Gentiles. He would also 
bear a faithful witness before rulers 
(e.g., 26:1-23) and his fellow Hebrews 
(é.g., 13:14-41). 

Verse 16—“For I will shew him how 
great things he must suffer for my 
name’s sake.” The Greek word for 
“shew” does not imply a visionary pre- 
view of Saul’s sufferings; but rather that 
step by step the Lord would’ make it 
clear to Saul that tribulation for Christ’s 
sake would be his lot. How true this 
proved to be. Saul’s road from Damas- 
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cus to Rome was stained with blood and 
tears (cf. 14:19; 2 Cor. 11: 23-33). 


Verse 17—“. . . Ananias .. . entered 
into the house .. . putting his hands on 
him said, Brother Saul, the Lord... 
that appeared unto thee . . . hath sent 
me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, 
and be filled with the Holy Ghost.” 
Ananias, his hesitancy dispelled, obeyed 
his Lord. He laid his hands tenderly on 
the ex-enemy of. the saints and called 
him “Brother,” i.e., “fellow member of 
the family of God.” The scene is one of 
gentleness, Christian love, and almost 
of pathos. Ananias’s mission was two- 
fold: he was a channel of both physical 
healing and spiritual infilling. 


Verse 18.—“. . . immediately there fell 
from his eyes as it had been scales... 
he received sight. forthwith .. . arose, 
and was baptized.” In Acts 22:14-16 An- 
anias’s further remarks are recorded. 
The immediate miraculous opening of 
Saul’s eyes was as though scales (lepis, 
Greek, means a “fish scale”) were re- 
‘moved. He saw physically. But he 
also saw spiritually. Understanding his 
need to be cleansed of sin, he trusted 
the Saviour and sealed his faith in bap- 
tism (cf. 22:16). 


Verse 19.—“. . . when he had received 
meat, he was strengthened. Then was 
Saul certain days with the disciples ... 
at Damascus.” His three days of fasting 
(9:9) had weakened him. They came to 
an end after his baptism. Imagine the 
profound, almost frightening, impact 
his first arrival in their midst must have 
made upon the Damascus believers! 


Verse 20.—*. straightway he 
preached Christ in the synagogues, that 
he is the Son of God.” Compare with 
9:2; instead of presenting credentials to 
the synagogue leaders he _ preached 
Christ. The energy and courage shown 
by the persecutor were now displayed 
by the preacher. He proclaimed the 
deity of the Lord Jesus in exactly the 
places where that deity was denied! 


Verse 26.—*. .. when Saul was come to 
Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to 
the disciples ... they were all afraid of 
him, and believed not that he was a dis- 
ciple.” This visit to Jerusalem probably 
took place three years after Saul’s con- 
version (cf. Gal. 1:18, 19). Believers in 
the capital had heard of his turning to 
Christ and proclamation of the Gospel. 
But they lived in the actual scene of his 
previous hostile deeds! They wondered 
whether his professed conversion was 
real! Could it be a trap to ensnare 
them? 


Verse 27.—*. .. Barnabas . . . brought 
him to the apostles ... declared... how 
he had seen the Lord in the way... and 
how he had preached boldly at Damas- 
cus in the name of Jesus.” Barnabas, 
relative of John Mark (Col. 4:10) and 
unselfish donor to the church (Acts 4: 
36, 37), became the intermediary be- 
tween Saul and the apostles. “Took 
him” implies “conducting him by the 
hand” in fraternal fashion. Saul’s cre- 
dentials were threefold: (1) he had seen 
the risen Christ; (2) he had heard His 
voice; (3) he had proved the reality of 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


9. November 29.—Saul Confronted by 
Christ. Acts 9:1-9 





Next Week’s Lesson 


11. December 13.—Peter’s 
Peo 


Broadening 
Acts 9:32 to 11:18 








his conversion by fearless, Christ-cen- 
tered preaching. 

Verse 28—“And he was with them 
coming in and going out at Jerusalem.” 
Saul, now recognized as a trustworthy 
believer, was welcomed into fellowship 
with Jerusalem Christians. The length 
of his visit and the people he saw are 
mentioned in Galatians 1:18, 19. 

Verse 29a.—. . . he spake boldly in 
the name of the Lord Jesus . . . disputed 
against the Grecians .. .” Saul’s courage 
and consecration were not limited by 
geography; he was now ready to wit- 
ness anywhere. The “Grecians” were 
Jews of non-Palestinian countries. For 
a description of the result of his testi- 
mony see v. 29b and 22:17-21. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


In spite of initial qualms Ananias in- 
troduced Saul to the disciples in Da- 
mascus.~ Years later Barnabas, long 
noted for his unselfish spirit and spir- 
itual persuasiveness (cf. 4:36, 37), 
vouched for the new convert before the 
brethren in Jerusalem. ‘ 

God uses spiritual giants like Paul in 
attaining His ends. But He also uses 
men of less stature but of equal faith- 
fulness. Else where would most of us 
be in our Christian witness? 

At least three virtues must character- 
ize those who play a necessary but less 
spectacular part in God’s_ program. 
These virtues were eminently displayed 
by Ananias and Barnabas. 

First, they must be faithful to the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HY do we conclude that Ananias 
had never personally met Saul? 

2. In what two ways was Saul pre- 
pared to meet Ananias? 

3. How did the Lord describe to An- 
anias (1) Saul’s appointment to service 
and (2) his future career? 

4. How did Ananias show his love for 
the new convert? 

5. What two) benefits did Ananias be- 
stow upon Saul? , 

6. What evidence of boldness did 
Saul give in his first preaching? 

7. How did Saul’s new friends de- 
liver him from enemies (1) in Damas- 
cus, and later (2) in Jerusalem? 

8. Why did not the disciples in Jeru- 
salem want to receive Saul? 

9. Name two qualities Ananias and 
Barnabas must have possessed to act as 
intermediaries for Saul. 

10. When Saul ceased his persecution 
of the saints, what was the effect upon 
the churches? 


(Answers on page 910) 
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Lord. Ananias was known as a man of | 


devotion and piety long before he met 
Saul (cf. 22:12). He was walking 
quietly and sincerely with God. He wag 
just the sort of person God would use. 
Second, they must be loving. When 
Ananias approached the blinded zealot 
from Jerusalem—the very man who had 
been bent on bringing him and his fel]- 
low believers to. destruction—he laid his 
hands gently on him and called him 
“Brother Saul.” Truly the love of 
Christ had melted the heart of this dear 
saint. Nowhere could Saul have found 
a kinder, more considerate friend. 
Third, they must be unselfish. Note 
the words of Barnabas (9:27) when he 
told his Jerusalem colleagues about 
Saul. He praised the ex-enemy of the 
church. He dwelt on Saul’s boldness in 
preaching Christ in Damascus. He was 
not governed by self-interest. He 
gladly promoted another servant of 
God. May the Lord enable us all to 
cultivate this attitude. It sometimes 
seems rare. But it is always priceless! 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Ananias’s ministry to the blinded 
Saul (Acts 9: 10-19) 

2. Saul’s mighty proclamation of the 
Gospel (vv. 20-25) 

3. Saul’s visit to and escape from Jeru- 
salem (vv. 26-31) 


Topics for Development 

Generosity of Spirit. Ananias and 
Barnabas are shining examples of hu- 
mility and generosity. They were glad 
to promote a man of God whose name 
would soon be far better known than 
theirs. How important it is to be will- 
ing to play second violin in the or- 
chestra; to remain on the bench while 
other men are on the field in the public 
eye; to teach a Sunday school class 
when someone else is superintendent. 
Remember John the Baptist’s words 
concerning Christ: “He that cometh 
after me is mightier than I...” (Matt. 
3:11), and “He must increase, but I must 
decrease” (John 3:30). 

Willingness to stoop that others might 
conquer comes from (1) an inner qual- 
ity of soul, cultivated by yieldedness to 
the Holy Spirit; and (2) an appreciation 
of the totality of God’s purposes and 
thus of one’s own relationship, however 
subsidiary, to those purfoses. 


Practical Applications 

“In honour preferring one another .. .” 
(Rom. 12:10). This is the way Paul ex- 
pressed it. Every believer in Christ 
must be ready to promote others, even 
at his own expense. 

Even a famous home-run hitter is 
sometimes told to bunt, that a runner 
on first base might advance to second! 
If a ball player is willing to sacrifice 
himself for the good of the team, how 
much more should God’s children for 
the advancement of the Gospel. 

It is a thrilling sight to behold people 
saved at an evangelistic meeting—a 
soul-satisfying experience to lead others 


to Christ. But never let it rest there! 
Follow up! Keep in touch with new 
Christians. Bring them to a Bible- 


believing church. Surround them with 
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love. Welcome them into your fellow- 
ship. P 

God prepared Saul and Ananias by 
two visions for their spiritual encounter. 
Nothing happened by chance. The de- 
tails were divinely arranged. So with 
your personal work. Keep walking de- 
voutly with God. He will prepare the 
hearts to whom you testify. 


Golden Text 

Eph. 4:32—‘“‘And be ye kind one to 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s sake 
hath forgiven you.” This verse explains 
both the reason for and the measure of 
the kindness believers must show to one 
another. The reason: if Christ has for- 
given them, the least they can do is to 
forgive others. The measure: the Lord 
Jesus forgave all their sins. His blood 
cleanseth from all sin (1 John 1:9). 
Then how. can they refuse to forgive 
any evil perpetrated against them? 


Mepia, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 

“Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak’ 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, who dost rejoice 
Thy people by the abundance of Thy 
goodness and kindness, we thank Thee 
for all the daily tokens of Thy love for 
us and most for. Thy chief love gift, 
even our Saviour. We thank Thee for 
the tie that binds the hearts of Thy peo- 
ple together and pray that the fellow- 
ship of the Christian brotherhood may 
ever grow throughout the world. Bless 
and use those who take the Gospel to 
others in lands long denied its message, 
and let the knowledge of Thy saving 
mercy and power go to all who know 
not of it. Help Christians\in this and 
other lands to be more faithful in fol- 
lowing their Lord and obeying His 
Word. So may Thy church be revived 


‘ and serve the need of people every- 


where more widely and effectively. 
Again we remember before Thee sick 
and afflicted ones. Comfort, heal, bless, 
and guide in all things for their good. 
Help us all to bear one another’s bur- 
dens while resting our souls in Him who 
bore our sins at Calvary and through 
whom we bring Thee our prayers just 
now. Amen. 


After the lLesson—What welcome 
music it must have been to Saul’s ears 
to hear Ananias call him “Brother 
Saul”! His conversion experience had 
left him with a burden of grief, per- 
plexity, and anxiety over his past and 
his future. Then to be called brother 
by one of those he had been persecuting, 
to be healed of his blindness, to be bap- 











Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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tized and received into the church at 
Damascus—all this was a brotherly lift- 
ing of the burden that had been 
crushing Saul. Later on, the burden of 
his past was felt again when the Jerusa- 
lem Christians feared to receive him. 
But again a big-hearted brother was at 
hand and Barnabas befriended Saul, 
confirmed his conversion story as true, 
and secured his welcome as a Christian 
brother. 

Years later Paul wrote to the Gala- 
tians, “Bear ye one another’s burdens” 
(6:2). He knew how much it meant to 


EAR EACH OTHER’S 
URDENS: AS TRUE 
ROTHERS IN CHRIST 














have had his own burdens lightened by 
the friendly help of Christian brothers 
and he would have all Christians ready 
to lend others a helping hand. 

All men are brothers as sharing the 
same. nature, but that doesn’t make all 
men brotherly. Cain and Abel were 
brothers, but Cain was most un- 
brotherly and people still do things: to 
one another that are more Cainlike than 
Christlike. It was Christ in their hearts 
that made Ananias and Barnabas be- 
friend Saul in Christian brotherliness. 
Let us pay such heed to Christ and open 
our hearts so fully to His control that 
His love can ‘flow out from us to others 
in Christlike sharing of their burdens. 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men‘s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And there was a certain disciple at 
Damascus, named Ananias” (Acts 9:10). 
—Concerning Saul’s conversion, Dr. 
Graham Scroggie said, “Of all the re- 
markable events in the history of hu- 


man psychology, probably the most 
remarkable is the conversion of St. 
Paul.” 


The compiler, George Williams, said: 
“This conversion may justly be re- 
garded as the greatest in history.” And 
George Goodman said: “Except the 
death of Christ, no other event is so 
fully recorded in Scripture as Saul’s 
conversion. We have three detailed ac- 
counts of it, two from his own lips, and 
nothing perhaps has had a greater in- 
fluence than this notable change of Saul 
the persecutor to Paul the ‘beloved 
brother,’ and great Apostle of the Gen- 
tiles.” 

When the Lord wanted a man to go to 
Saul and put his hand upon him that he 
might receive his sight, He did not select 
an apostle, nor even a deacon, but just 
“a certain disciple.” 

This is real encouragement to everv 
Christian who is saying, “I’m no great 
one—what can I do?” By simply re- 
sponding to the leading of the Lord 
while in one’s own sphere, one can be- 
come a Jink in a chain of circumstances 
bearing abundant and eternal fruit 
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It was only “a certain. disciple’—not 
the regular pastor—who filled the pulpit 
that stormy day on which C. H. Spur- 
geon was saved. And Mr. Spurgeon has 
often been called, “The Prince of 
Preachers”! 


“Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have 





heard ... how much evil ke hath done ° 


-”’ (Acts 9:13).—In speaking to the 
Lord, Ananias felt no reluctance in tell- 
ing Him what he had heard of Saul. 
He conversed very simply and freely 
with the Lord. And so should we. 

If Saul had not been stopped by the 
Lord on his mad career, Ananias might 
have been killed by him. The Lord un- 
derstood Ananias’s feelings, and did not 
rebuke him for speaking as he did. 

When the Lord said of Saul, “He is a 
chosen vessel unto me,” Ananias knew 
that Saul was now a disciple, and all 
was well. So. he arose and went. 


’Tis the blessed hour of prayer, 
When the tempted and tried 
To the Saviour who loves them 

Their sorrow confide; 
With a sympathizing heart 
He removes every care; 
What a balm for the weary! 
O how sweet to be there! 
—Fanny Crosby 


“. . . he must suffer for my name’s 
sake” (Acts 9:16).—One who had 
caused as much intense suffering as had 
Saul could not escape the inexorable 
law of sowing and reaping. And how 
he did suffer! (2 Cor. 11:23-27.) But 
the Apostle knew how to take his suf- 
fering; and like Peter and John, rejoiced 
that he was “counted worthy to suffer 
shame for his name” (Acts 5:41). 

“Yea, and all that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” 
(2 Tim. 3:12). A fine Christian youth 
who was active in*the Lord’s serviee 
was a great sufferer. He was heard to 
say in the midst of it, “He suffered 
more for me.” , 


“Brother Saul, the Lord .. . hath, sent 
me...” (Acts 9:17)—Saul must have 
been thrilled to the depths of his being 
to be sincerely called “Brother Saul” by 
a devout Christian, whom he would 
gladly have killed a few days before! 
He knows now he is welcomed as a be- 
loved. brother in Christ. 

He could also put two and two to- 


-gether, so to speak, and say, “The Lord 


Jesus asked me why I persecuted Him, 
while I was only persecuting those who 
called on His name. Since I now know 
there is a vital link between Christ and 
His disciples, I know that anyone who 
persecutes me will be persecuting Him; 
for I am now a disciple of His!” How 
precious the fellowship of saints would 
be to him since he learned the oneness 
that prevails between Christ and His 
members! 


O teach us, Lord, to know and own 
This wondrous mystery, 
That Thou with us art truly one, 
And we are one with Thee. 
—James G. Deck 


“And when Saul was come to Jerusa- 
lem ... they were all afraid of him...” 
(Acts 9:26) .—It is not to be wondered at 
that the disciples in Jerusalem were 
afraid of him and “believed not that he 
was a disciple.” They knew of his house- 
to-house search for Christians (8:3). 
They knew him better than did dis- 
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ciples of any other city. They may 
have feared that he made a profession 
of faith in Christ in order to enter their 
midst and work more havoc. Spies 
have done that very thing. 

“And be ye kind one to another...” 
(Eph. 4:32).—Barnabas is an illustra- 
tion of this: text. “Son of consolation” 
that he was, he stood by this new con- 
vert and was, so to speak, his letter of 
commendation. Because of this Saul 
was received and was with the brethren 
“coming in and going out at Jerusalem,” 
speaking “boldly in the name of the 
Lord Jesus.” 


Wawona, Catir. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson . 


HIS morning we learn the first half 
a 1 Corinthians 3:13: “Every man’s 
work shall be made manifest: for the 
day shall declare it.” The “day” spoken 
of here is the time called “the judgment 
seat of Christ.” You remember that 
last Sunday’s verse told us “we must all 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ.” 

Many of the people we will read 
about this morning will be rewarded on 
that day. 

Here are some questions for us to an- 
swer as we read Acts 9:10-31: (1) What 
was Saul doing when the Lord sent 
Ananias to him? (2) What did Ananias 
tell the Lord about Saul? (3) What did 
the Lord say that Saul would have to 
do for Him? (4) Why did Ananias call 
Saul “Brother,” when he spoke to him? 
(5) What did Saul do as soon as he re- 
ceived his sight? (6) What did Saul 
preach in the Damascus synagogue? 
(7) What did the Jews decide to do? 
(8) How did Saul escape from Damas- 
cus? (9) Who became his special friend 
in Jerusalem? (10) Who helped Saul to 
escape from Jerusalem? 

This is the review story for someone 
to tell next time: (This is typed out 
ahead of time and given to the one who 
volunteers to tell it the following Sun- 
day.) 


SauL’s NEw FRIENDS 


Last Sunday we heard how Saul per- 
secuted the people in Jerusalem who 
believed in Jesus, and then started for 
Damascus to arrest all the believers 
there. You remember Saul was blinded 
by a light from Heaven, and asked by 
the Lord Jesus why he was persecuting 
Him? This made Saul realize the terri- 
ble mistake he had made in harming the 
followers of Jesus. He was so distressed 
about it that, after his companions led 
him into Damascus, he neither ate food 
nor drank water for three days. But he 
did pray. 

Then God told Ananias, a Damascus 
believer, to go to the house where Saul 
was staying to restore his sight to him. 

Ananias told the Lord that Saul had 
persecuted the saints in Jerusalem, and 
had come to Damascus to arrest the be- 


lievers there. But the Lord said that he - 


should go anyway, and told him that 
Saul was to become a great missionary 
of the Gospel. 

When Ananias went to Saul and put 
his hands on him, Saul could see once 
more with his eyes, and now he had 
spiritual light in his heart, too. He was 
baptized at once, and then ate some 
food. 

After this he went to the different 
synagogues in Damascus and preached 
that Christ is the Son of God. All that 
heard him were amazed because they 
knew that he had come to Damascus to 
arrest everyone who believed in Jesus. 
The unbelieving Jews tried to argue 
with him, but Paul proved to them that 
Jesus was the Christ. Then they 
watched the gates night and day'for an 
opportunity to kill him. 

The Damascus Christians got a big 
basket, and on a dark night Saul got 
into the basket. Then they lowered it 
gently down the outside of the city wall 
to the ground. So Saul escaped from 
Damascus and returned to Jerusalem. 

The Christians in Jerusalem were 
frightened when Saul came to their 
meetings, but a kind Christian named 
Barnabas told them that Saul had been 


‘ 


really and truly saved. Then they were 
happy to have him with them. He 
preached in the name of the Lord Jesus 
in Jerusalem, too. Then the unbelieving 
Jews in that city wanted to kill him. 

When the Jerusalem Christians heard 
of this, they helped Saul get safely 
away from their city. So Saul returned 
to his old home.town of Tarsus, for a 
time. 


The thing that impressed me most in 
this reading of Acts 9 was the love 
the other Christians showed for Saul. 
When God sent Ananias to him, he 
called him “Brother.” The Damascus 
Christians all knew that Saul had come 
to their city to persecute them, but in 
spite of this they planned his escape 
from their city! 

Barnabas, known to us first as the one 
who gave all his money to the Lord, 
was quickly convinced that Saul was a 
changed man, and he showed him love 
and kindness, persuading the other 
Christians in Jerusalem that they had 
nothing now to fear from him. Then 
they all welcomed him, and though he 
must have formerly had some of their 
friends arrested and perhaps killed, 
they now helped him escape from the 
Jerusalem Jews who sought his life. 


What love and kindness we see in - 


the lives of the early Christians! We 
have the same Holy Spirit. Let us ask 
Him to fill us with His love, so that our 
lives, too, will be beautified by kind 
words and deeds. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
* Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, let us use this lesson to 

take a look at Barnabas, one of 
God’s choice spirits. You would like 
Barnabas: he was always standing up 
for, or standing by somebody who was 
in trouble; a modest fellow, but full of 
zeal for the Lord, with a great big heart. 
“Our beloved Barnabas”—that is the 
way James speaks of him, when as head 
of the Council he sent a letter by him 
and Paul to the Gentiles in Antioch, 
Syria, and Cilicia (Acts 15:25). The 
meaning of his name is “son of consola- 
tion.” 

Barnabas befriended Paul when Paul 
most needed a friend. The Christian 
leaders did not believe that Paul’s con- 
version was genuine and they were 
unwilling to receive him into their fel- 
lowship, until Barnabas went before 
them and pleaded for him. In a measure 
that was Christlike. The Lord Jesus is 
our mediator before a just and holy God. 
Barnabas was also a godsend to John 
Mark later on when Paul wanted to ex- 
clude John Mark from their second mis- 
sionary tour, because John Mark on the 
former tour had turned back. Barnabas 
pleaded with Paul to give John Mark 
another trial, and, when Paul still re- 
fused, Barnabas took the young man 
with him on a separate journey, in 
which John Mark made good. Paul was 
later fully reconciled to him. John 
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Mark became the writer of the second 
Gospel. Doubtless, Barnabas was the 
turning point in his spiritual life. 
Sometimes you meet people like 
Barnabas, but they are comparatively 
rare. They are always looking for the 
best in you and seem to find it, and you 
are usually at your best in their com- 
pany. I think we all enjoy being at 
our best—it gives us a peculiar thrill. 
And here is another interesting thing: 
when you are iovking for something 
good in a fellow, he seeims to sense it 
and the good in him comes to the sur- 
face; right there you are being at your 
best, too, and you both get; a thrill. 

There is an English story appropriate 
to our study of Barnabas. It is about a 
nobleman who was known as Sir Bartle, 
and this incident puts the label on his 
character. At some crowded European 
railway station a gentleman was search- 
ing for Sir Bartle, whom he had never 
seen, and who was supposed to be 
changing trains at that station. “Could 
you point out Sir Bartle to me?” he 
asked an attendant. “I do not see him 
in the crowd just now,” replied the 
man, “but I’ll tell you how to find him. 
Just go up and down the platform until 
you see a gray-haired old gentleman 
helping somebody: thal; will be Sir 
Bartle.” 

And sure enough, the searcher soon 
came upon a kindly, gray-haired old 
gentleman helping a very much cum- 
bered peasant woman with several chil- 
dren to board the train. Sir Bartle was 
carrying*a small child in one arm’ and 
an unwieldy bundle of clothing in the 
other. 

Sir Bartle did not have to ask the 
Lord who his neighbor was. He had 
learned to spot a “neighbour” on sight, 
through a kindly interest in those about 
him. The best definition I know of a 
neighbor, according to our Lord’s teach- 
ing, is this: A neighbor is anyone, at 
any time, anywhere, who needs some- 
thing that I can supply. 

Our Lord’s definition of a good neigh- 
bor is expressed in His own words, as 
found in Matthew 7:12, “Whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them.” 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sund: School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
ry be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Hatred’s Paralyzing Influence.—And 

be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God 
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you 
(Eph. 4:32, Golden Text). The story 
is told of an artist who was paint- 
ing a canvas in which the faces of Jesus 
and Judas were in the foreground of the 
picture. While trying to create a satis- 
factory Judas, the artist thought of one 
of his bitterest enemies, and suddenly 
realized that it would be the supreme 
triumph of his hatred to this man to 
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make him the type of the betrayer. So 
he painted in his unmistakable features, 
and touched them with a satanic expres- 
sion well fitted to suggest the traitor. 
For a time he was delighted with his 
work. But he could not get any fur- 
ther. He was utterly unable to visualize 
the face of Jesus. Again and again he 
tried to sketch those holy features, only 
to end by painting them out, until he 
was thrown into utter despair of finish- 
ing his design. One night as he was 
praying for help, the thought was sug- 
gested to him that his wicked hatred of 
his enemy had so possessed his spirit as 
to blot out the vision of Christ; and the 


Spirit seemed to whisper to him that: 


until he blotted out his wicked Judas, 
he could never see his blessed Saviour. 
At length he humbly asked forgiveness 
for his bitterness, took his brush and 
obliterated the face of Judas, and 
painted In a new ideal without the 
slightest association with his enemy. 
Then there came to him such a revela- 
tion of the face of Christ that it seemed 
to flow to the very points of his fingers 
and grew upon the canvas like a living 
face of heavenly love. He had come 
into the atmosphere of love and had re- 
covered his spiritual. vision. Is not this 
the meaning of the Master when He 
says, “If ye forgive not men their tres- 
passes, neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses”?—From A. B. Simpson, 
inethe Challenger. Sent by Martin M. 
Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Not a Little Room, but a Whole 
Heart.—Behold, I am here, Lord (Acts 
9:10). In a government school in South 
Africa the teacher quoted: 

Room for pleasure, room for business, 
But for Christ, the crucified, 
Not a place where He can enter 
In the heart for which He died. 
Then, addressing the pupils, the teacher 
said: “I hope you have a little room for 
the Lord Jesus. You have room for 
pleasure, and room and time to come to 
school, but I hope you have a little 
room for Jesus!” One boy stood up, 
looking somewhat indignant about a lit- 
tle room, and said, “I’m all for the Lord 
Jesus.” And his face beamed with light. 
—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. ; 


The Polish That God’s Dealing Brings. 
—He is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear 
my name ...I will shew him how great 
things he must suffer for my name’s 
sake (Acts 9:15, 16). There is a very 
famous pebble beach, Pescadero, on the 
California coast line. The long line of 
white surf comes up with its everlast- 
ing roar, and’ rattles and thunders 
among the stones on the shore. They 
are caught in the arms of the pitiless 
waves, and tossed and rolled and rubbed 
together, and ground against the sharp- 
grained cliffs. Polish comes through 
trouble. Since God knows what niche 
we are to fill, let us trust Him to shape 
us to it. Since He knows what work 
we are to do, let us trust Him to drill us 
to proper preparation—From Choice 
Gleanings Calendar. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 
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The Personal Touch.—Ananias . . , 
putting his hands on him said, Brother 
Saul... (Acts 9:17). An evangelist was 
once holding a series of services in a 
church whose minister was a man of 
great influence. One night as they sat 
on the platform the minister pointed out 
to the missioner a.man in the audience 
and said, “For twelve years I have tried : 


to win ‘that man to Christ; I have 
preached to him constantly.” “From 
the pulpit?” asked the evangelist. “How 


many times have you gone to him with 
the love of God in your heart and said: 
‘I want to see you become a child of 
God’?” “I must confess,” said the min- 
ister, “that I have never spoken to him 
personally and directly concerning his 
salvation.” “Then,” said the evangelist, 
“perhaps he is not so impregnable after 
all.” That night the evangelist, after 
the service, caught the man before he 
had gotten to the door. He spoke only 
a few words, but they were earnest and 
loving. And the next evening, in the 
after service, the man was on his knees 
with the tears streaming down his 
cheeks. It was the personal touch that 
did it—From The. Methodist Recorder. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


A Year Under God’s Hand.—And he 
received sight forthwith, and arose, and 
was baptized. ... And straightway he 
preached Christ (Acts 9:18, 20). A few 
weeks ago I was visiting a village ‘for 
the baptism of a new congregation. It 
was a dirty, slummy sort of village. I 
picked my way along a,dark and messy 
street to a small, temporary shed where 
the group was assembling. They looked 
an unpromising bunch—poor, unkempt, 








This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 906) 


1. He states that he had merely 
“heard” of Saul’s mistreatment of the 
saints (Acts 9:13). 


2. He had been told in a vision of his 
coming, and he was praying (vv. 11, 12). 


3: He was “a chosen vessel unto me”; 
he would bear Christ’s name _ before 
Gentiles, kings, and the Children of Is- 
rael (v. 15). 


4. He placed his hands on him and 
called him “Brother Saul” (v. 17). 


5. The restoration of his sight and 
reception of the Holy Spirit (vv. 17, 18). 


6. He proclaimed doctrines which 
ran exactly counter to the Jews’ be- 
liefs: that Christ is, the Son of God, and 
“that this is very Christ” (vv. 20, 22). 

7. (1) They “let him down by the 
wall in a basket” (v. 25) in Damascus; 
and (2) accompanied him out of Jerusa- 
lem (v. 30). 

8. They doubted that his much- 
heralded conversion was sincere (v. 26). 

9. Two of the following: devotion to 
the cause of Christ, love, and humility. 

10. They had rest, were edified and’ 
comforted, and their numbers were mul- 
tiplied (v. 31). 

Meni Pa. _ 
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I had one of those atheistical 
“I wonder whether this really 
What does it 


illiterate. 
moments: 
adds up to anything? 


mean to baptize these people? What 
shall we ever make of them?” And 
then God rebuked me. I began to no- 


tice something else: a group of young 
men moving about among them, keen, 
bright-eyed, trying to help and to 
.show them what to do. Who are these? 
Of course! They are some of the men 
we baptized a year ago in the next vil- 
lage, and it is they who have brought 
these people to Christ and prepared 
them for baptism.—From. Bishop Lesslie 
Newbigin, in Life and Work, the Record 
of the Church of Scotland. Sent by 
William Ewen, Edinburgh, Scotland. 


The Peace Conference We Need.—And 
straightway he preached Christ in the 
synagogues, that he is the Son of God 
(Acts 9:20). What we most need as in- 
dividuals and as qa nation was indicated 
by the late Arthur Brisbane, world- 
renowned columnist and _ journalist: 
“We may sweep the world clean of ma- 
terialism. We may scrub the world 
white of autocracy. We may carpet it 
with democracy, and drape it with flags 
of republicanism. We may hang on the 
‘walls the thrilling pictures of freedom— 
here the signing of America’s independ- 
ence, there the thrilling portrait of Joan 
of Arc, yonder the Magna Charta, on 
this side the inspiring picture of Gari- 
baldi. We may spend efforts and energy 
to make the world a paradise where the 
lion of capitalism can lie down with the 
proletariat lamb. But if we turn into 
that splendid room mankind with the 
same old heart, ‘deceitful . . . and des- 
perately wicked,’ we may expect to 
clean house again not many days hence. 
What we need is a peace conference 
with the Prince of Peace!” A Heaven- 
sent, Holy Spirit-empowered revival of 
the old-time religion would do more to 
heal the hurts of the nation and world 
than all the man-made panaceas com- 
bined. God has but one recipe for such 
a revival—2 Chronicles 7:14.—Sent by 
the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


A Grand Place To Go in and Out of.— 
And he was with them coming in and 
going out at Jerusalem (Acts 9:28). A 
shy young convert was being teased by 
his workmates in a factory about being 
“religious.” Said one of the men, 
“Jamie, I see you going in and out twice 
every Sunday to the church across the 
street from our house.” Jamie couldn’t 
find any words to reply to all the sneers 
of his fellow workers, but an old man 
who had been with that firm many 
years gave a rebuke to the men, and 
much encouragement to Jamie, when he 
said in his broad Scottish tongue, “Aye, 
and dinna you mind these foolish ones, 
Jamie, my lad. Let them laugh. The 
Lord’s hoose is a grand place to be seen 
going in and out of. I go twice a day 
every Sabbath to the kirk, lad. It’s a 
happy man I am to have you coming 
here to work beside us. We'll help each 
other, and maybe convince some o’ them 
here to come with us.”—As told by one 
of the workers. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
Toronto, Can. Prize illustration. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Friends of Jesus Encourage Paul 
(Acts 9:10-19a) 


HE first Sunday in December! And 
apr are already thinking about 
Christmas! All through the Old Testa- 
ment God was getting ready for the first 
Christmas. Right at the beginning in 
Genesis (3:15) He promised that a 
woman would have a baby who would 
conquer the Devil-serpent, though the 
Devil would make Him suffer from the 
snake bite of sin. In the middle of the 
Bible, Isaiah (9:6, 7) told what a won- 
derful child this God-baby would be. 
Micah (5:2) told where He would be 
born. And Malachi (3:1), the last 


promise of the Old Testament, said that ; 


the Lord would come as a surprise. 
Can you remember all the Books of the 
Old Testament that we learned last 
summer? Would you like to read God’s 
Christmas promises in His Book? 

The baby came! But most people did 
not know or believe who He was, and 
after He became a man they killed 
Him. One man believed the Bible but 
did not think that Jesus was the one it 
meant. He was sure it was wicked to 
call a man God’s Son, and he did not 
believe that Jesus ever came to life. He 
was sure he was pleasing God when he 
tried to get rid of all the Christians. 
His name was (Saul). That 
is, Saul thought all that until one day! 
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59 CHRISTMAS HYMNS 


Ideal for home use, 
Church or Sunday 
school carol book, 
also “for special 
Christmas Hymn 
Sings. ’ 


Gems of . 
Christmas 
Song 


Here are 59 of the best-known Christmas 
hymns gathered together complete with 
words and music in one volume. Five carols 
have two arrang ts, one ber written 
especially for Boys and Girls—to be sung 
alternately or in unison, and solo parts are 
included in several numbers. The “Christmas 
Hymn” has a four-part arrangement, with 
music including trumpet, solo and quartet 
parts. 
New edition with heavy paper covering fea- 
turing traditional Christmas scene in rich 
blue color. 
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(Have a pupil tell of his conversion.) 
Then his thoughts were all mixed up in 
darkness. But he knew Jesus was alive 
—he had seen Him. He knew Jesus had 
the glory of God in Heaven—he had 
seen that, and nothing since. But now 
what—for him, Saul? Oh, he needed 
someone to help him get his thoughts 
straightened out and to know what to 
do! Did you find out whom God sent? 
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Let us read his story this way (Acts 9: 
10-19a): Richard will read about An- 
anias and what he did, and Ronald will 
read Ananias’s words. Diane will read 
what the Lord did, and Marilyn what 
the Lord said. Al will read about Saul. 
(These parts may be assigned before- 
hand and marked in the Bibles to assure 
better reading.) It really was a brave 
and kind thing for Ananias to do. And 
he called him “Brother”! 

Saul was brave, too. Immediately he 
started witnessing for Christ. No won- 
der folks were surprised at this change 
in him! Next he was the one being 
hunted down to be killed! How did he 
escape? (v. 25.) , 

Back in Jerusalem the Christians 
would not have him; they thought he 


‘ was just trying to trap them. Again 


God had a friend ready to help him— 
Barnabas (vv. 26-28). Of course, Saul’s 
best friend was the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself, who had forgiven Saul and 
taken him to be His worker even 
though Saul had treated Him so badly 
before he really knew Him. It was in 
later days that Saul wrote to Christians 
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to take other Christians in and help 
them because Christ has taken us in 
and helped us. “Wherefore receive -ye 
one another, as Christ also received us 
to the glory of God” (Rom. 15:7, Mem- 
ory Verse). Are you leaving some 
Christian out of your group? Remem- 
ber John 13:35. 

If you read all of Acts 9, you found 
Peter traveling around helping people, 
though, of course, it was the Lord’s 
power. (Review the incidents.) In 
chapter 10 Peter learned something he 
did not know before—that foreigners 
from another country could be Chris- 
tians. It is a good story! 

Are there Christian boys and girls 
who are having a hard time whom you 
could help by being friends? See if 
there are foreigners, too, whom you can 
encourage by your kindness. It might 
be better than any Christmas gift they 
could receive! 

Add a star to the Acts bookmark for 
the preceding Memory Verse. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


° O YOU like to make believe? Of 


course you do! All right, then, let 
us make believe that a man who lived 
in the long ago, when the Bible was 
written, has come back to life. He is 
standing right here in ‘this room this 
very minute. Let us sit up straight and 
listen as hard as we can listen to what 
he has to say. 

“My name is Ananias. I wish you 
could have been with me in the long, 
long ago when Christians were begin- 
ning the first churches. They were ex- 
citing days, believe me! I should know, 
for one of the really exciting things 
happened to me. Let me tell you about 
it. 

“I lived in the city of Damascus. 
There were many, many Jews there in 
those days. Many of them were ref- 
ugees. I was one of the refugees. We 
Christians had run away from Jerusa- 
lem because we were being terribly 
persecuted for our faith in, and love for, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Many of our 
number were dragged through the 
streets and thrown into prison. Why? 
Because we taught others about the 
Saviour, Christ the Lord. We knew in 
our hearts that He was the long-looked- 
for Son of God. But those who did not 
believe in Him hated us. Some of our 
people were even killed. The one who 
was the ringleader of the persecutors 
was named Saul. Let me tell you, ‘we 
were afraid of that man! He was a 
raging, wicked killer. 

“We were really happy to escape from 
Jerusalem to Damascus. And then one 
day we had horrifying news. Saul had 
gotten papers from the high priest and 
was on his way to Damascus to seize the 
Christians, bind them, and take them 
back to the Jerusalem prison. Could we 
ever escape fgom that man? 

“Soon after I learned of Saul’s coming 
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to our city, I had a vision one night. In 
the vision the Lord said to me, ‘An- 
anias.’ I replied, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ 
Imagine! I was hearing the voice of the 
Lord with my very own ears. 

“He told me, ‘Arise, and go to Straight 
Street. In Judas’s house is a man 
named Saul. He is praying. While he 
slept he dreamed that a man named 
Ananias came in and laid his hands on 
him that he might receive his sight.’ 

' “T answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from 
marty of this mam Saul and the evil that 
he has done to Thy saints at Jerusalem. 
Here in Damascus he has authority from 
the chief priests to capture all of the 
Christians.’ Now that I think of it, I 
wonder why I talked to God as I did. 
He knew all about Saul—knew more 
about him than I could possibly know 
about him.” (I love having Ananias 
right here talking with us, don’t you?) 

“But the Lord commanded me, oh, so 
patiently and kindly, ‘Go your way, 
Ananias. I have chosen Saul to be My 
witness. He will tell many of Me—He 
will tell the Gospel story to Gentiles, to 
kings, and to His own people, the Jews. 


. And I will show Saul how many things 


he must suffer for My name’s sake.’ 

“My heart began to pound. Me? Go 
to wicked Saul? How would he receive 
me? But I dared not disobey. Surely 
I could trust the Lord who had spoken 
to me. He must have prepared Saul for 
my coming. But how could it be? 
How could, that murderer be _— so 
changed? Immediately, however, I 
started out. Exactly as God had said, I 
found Saul at Judas’s house. My heart 
went out to him’ at once. Poor, blind 
Saul! ‘Brother Saul,’ I began, ‘the Lord, 
even Jesus, who appeared unto you as 
you came on the road to Damascus, has 
sent me that you may receive your sight 
and be filled with God’s Holy Spirit.’ 
And do you know what happened? 
That very minute Saul ‘received his 
sight. Immediately .I baptized him. 
And from then on, Saul (who became 
known as Paul) the persecutor became 
the greatest preacher and missionary of 
our day. He preached to the very ones 
whom he had led in the persecutions. 
What did he preach? He preached that 
Jesus is the true and living Son of God. 
How glad I am that I was his first 
Christian friend! May I ask you: Are 
you telling others of the_ living 
Saviour?” 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
; ye 
Progress in Bible Translation 


(Continued from page 900) 


when they asserted that the Old Testa- 
ment had clearly predicted the birth, 
Ministry, death, and resurrection of the 
Lord of Glory. No such anti-Christian 
effect can be produced by the Berkeley 
Version. 

One passage is quite disappointing. 
In Romans 10:20 the Berkeley Version 
of the New Testament reads: 

Then Isaiah boldly expressed it, “I 
have been found by those who did 
not seek Me; I have shown Myself to 
those who did not ask for Me.” 
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Beneath this passage there is a ref- 
erence to Isaiah 65:1, which Paul is 
quoting in order to prove that the 
turning of the Gospel to the Gentiles 
was not a strange new development 
but something that Isaiah, himself had 
predicted. Yet when we turn to Isaiah 
65:1 in the Berkeley Version, we fin 
its first part translated as follows: 


I was ready to be consulted by 
those who asked not for Me; ready to 
be found by those who never sought 
Me. ‘ 

The intelligent reader, comparing 
these two passages, would have to con- 
clude that Paul was completely wrong 
in his contention, and.had utterly mis- 
understood the Old Testament. One 
would never reach such a conclusion 
from the King James Version, which 
translates Isaiah 65:1 as Paul quoted it. 
Nor would he think so if he used the 
Septuagint—the translation of the Old 
Testament made by pious -Jews long 
before the time of Christ. It also reads, 
“I have been found .. . I have shown 
myself,” not “I was ready to be found 

I was ready to show myself.” 

At this point it is regrettable to find 
the unbelieving attitude of the Revised 
Standard Version reflected in the trans- 
lation of a Messianic passage in the 
Berkeley Version. Fortunately, such 
cases seem to be rare. 

In the Revised Standard Version 
there are hundreds of cases in the Old 
Testament where a footnote indicates 
that the Hebrew has been abandoned 
and something else substituted. Some- 
times alleged evidence is presented for 
the substituted words. In. other cases 


the change is indicated to be merely a 
guess by.the RSV committee. In con- 
trast to this, the Berkeley Version 


seems to have made a real effort to 
translate into modern English what the 
Hebrew actually says. : 

The Berkeley Version contains many 
footnotes, most of which present spir- 
itual lessons, explain difficult passages, 
or give such information from archeolog- 
ical or other sources as will make the 
passage easier to understand.. Most of 
these notes are good. It is only oc- 
casionally that they confuse instead of 
clarify, as in the very unfortunate note 
on 2 Thessalonians 2:7, where the words 
“the one who impeded until now must 
first be gotten out of the way,” are 
interpreted as follows: 


g) This seems to refer to the Roman 
empire, incarnated in the Emperor, 
who probably was just referred to as 
the “man of sin.” Rome, after all, 
checked the Jews of the earlier period 
of the church from doing their worst. 
What does this note mean? Verse 3 

in the Berkeley Version says that “the 
man of sin is to be revealed.” Verses 
6 and 7 read: “So you know now what 
impedes his being revealed at this time; 
for the hidden principle of lawlessness 
is already at work; only, the one who 
impeded until now must first be gotten 
out of the way.” According to the 
note, the one who impedes the reveal- 
ing of the man of sin is the Roman 
emperor, and the one whom the: Ro- 
man emperor impedes from being re- 
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University Addresses 
and Sermon Outlines by 


CHARLES SIMEON 


The Fall, 1959 publication of this 
magnificent material was planned to 
commemorate the bicentenary of the 
birth of Charles Simeon, who ranks 
with the great both among teachers and 
preachers. 

The ten addresses in this volume 
were all given before the University of 
Cambridge where Simeon’s vital Chris- 
tianity silenced the criticisms of an in- 
tellectual community. Together with the 
seven sermon outlines also included 
here, these messages present the great 
central doctrines of Christianity. On 
the New Birth; On Justification by 
Faith; Christ Crucified, or Evangelical 
Religion Described; The Word of God 
Precious are a few of the chapters on 
the great fundamentals which Simeon 
both lived and preached. 

Simeon addresses himself to men of 
experience and understanding, asking 
them to consider the implications of the 
Christian Gospel and to exercise their 
judgment in relation to it. 

192 pages, cloth, $3.00 


Write Dept. S: 


INTER-VARSITY PRESS 
1519 N. Astor, Chicago 10 


or see your local Christian bookseller 








vealed is the same Roman emperor! 
Fortunately, such confusing notes as 
this are not often found. 

The introduction to the version says 
that “no translator is responsible for 
the work of any other translator.” Un- 
fortunately, the translators are simply 
listed and no indication given as to 
the portion that each translated. They 
vary widely in scholarly preparation 
and in degree of fidelity to the Word 
of God. It would be most helpful to 
know which portions are the respon- 
sibility of which translators. 

There is considerable variation in the 
effectiveness of the style of the version. 
It must be admitted that it is not the 
smoothest of recent translations. Prob- 
ably the editors have been wise in 
placing clear expression of idea ahead 
of felicity of wording. The Revised 


“Standard Version is definitely superior 
as far as .English style is concerned, 
which makes one regret all the more 
that it has so often~ abandoned the 
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meaning of the original and has al- 
lowed so many unchristian renderings 
to creep into its pages. 

It can safely be said that the Berke- 
ley Version will be a great help as a 
study Bible for ministers and laymen 
everywhere. Yet we should be wise to 
remember that it is only one in the 
series of translations that must be made 
if we are to see the appearance of a 
Bible version that will do for our day 
what the King James Version did for 
its day and for the succeeding gen- 
erations. We can be sure that when 
such a version comes to birth, many 
expressions from the Berkeley Version 
will be found incorporated in its pages. 


ve 


Daniel’s Praying Guided 
(Continued from page 901) 


been fiercely opposed by evil powers. 
His prayer had set off a gigantic spir- 
itual conflict in the heavenly spheres. 

This gives us a startling unfolding 
of the true scope and effect of prayer. 
The prayers of God’s people cause defi- 
nite action and conflict in “heavenly 
places.” The forces of satanic evil de- 
liberately seek to hinder and block the 
answer to prayer. Prayer is thus seen 
to be a wrestling “against principalities, 
against powers, against. the rulers of 
the darkness of this world, against spir- 
itual wickedness in high places” (Eph. 
6:12). These satanic forces are organ- 
ized in their efforts to influence and 
control the governments of the world 
and their powers must be. broken 
through Spirit-empowered intercession. 
Satan and his hosts today are arrayed 
in a desperate struggle against the pro- 
“gram that God is carrying on now, the 
completion of the Church as the Body 
of Christ. World conditions today re- 
veal how strategically the Devil is ‘de- 
ploying his forces in the conflict. 


(To be continued) 
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Christian Fellowship Cruise 
to the West Indies 


HE Sunday School Times Company 

has, upon many requests from those 
who have been on Alaska and Hawaiian 
tours, planned a.19-day winter vacation 
_cruise to the ‘West Indies and South 
America. Leaving New York Wednes- 
day, February 17, the itinerary includes 
stopping at the following ports with ap- 
propriate sightseeing tours: St. Thomas, 
Grenada, Port of Spain, LaGuaira, 
Curacao, Cristobal, Kingston, Port-au- 
Prince, and Havana, returning to New 
York on March 7. 

The Canadian Pacific S.S. Empress of 
England has been selected. This is a 
beautiful ship, fully air-conditioned; 
Streamlined; stabilized; having two 
swimming pools, sun decks, spacious 
lounges—all one class; rates varying 
with type of stateroom and location. The 
Canadian Pacific is the oldest company 
in the winter cruise field and it enjoys 
an enviable reputation for good service. 
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The cruise will be during the late 
winter months which make a visit an 
ideal one to the Caribbean Sea, tropical 
islands, and South America where .sum- 
mer is in progress during our winter. 
Traveling witha group of Christian 
people will add much to this cruise. 
This feature is always the high spot of 
the Sunday School Times Christian Fel- 
lowship Tours. New friends are made 
and many lasting friendships result 
from these days of constant fellowship. 

The. visits to the island ports will 
prove to be of great interest. For in- 
stance, Grenada is a lushly tropical 
island, owned by Great Britain and pop- 
ularly called the Spice Island because 
of the cocoa, nutmeg, and clove that 
grow there. From end to end the is- 
land is only 21 miles long, but in this 
small area there is a great variety of 
scenery. St. George’s lies on a point 
of land, and the streets rise rather 
sharply from the bay. Its red-roofed 


houses are pale’ pink and green, pro- 
ducing a charming effect (bring your 
cameras by all means). There are 
mountains, valleys, and rock-bound 


coasts where the surf thunders, and a 
calm harbor where the water is deep 
blue and quiet. Two thousand feet 
above sea level is Grand Etang Lake 
nestling in a crater. The tour of Gren- 
ada will be quite comprehensive. Time 
will purposely be left for a casual walk 
through the city, for shopping, etc. A 
delightful conclusion of the day’s sight- 
seeing is to return to the Empress of 
England, the party’s. “hotel” through- 
out the cruise. 

Mr. Harry J’ Jaeger, a director of the 
TiIMEs, and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany 
the cruise throughout. They have led 
many of the Alaska tours and the Ha- 
waiian tours. Mr. Jaeger will conduct, 
each morning before breakfast when- 
ever possible, a devotional meeting. 
These meetings are always a_ great 
blessing, and profitable Bible studies 
sharpen the spiritual well-being of all. 

A circular is available for those who 
may be interested. This will show the 
costs of the cruise and give all essential 
details. Just drop a card to Mr. Jaeger 
at The Sunday School Times Co., 325 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, asking for 
the circular, “Let’s Go Cruising This 
Winter!” and it will be sent imme- 
diately. 


we 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1960 


AVE you discovered what a valu- 

able tool THE SuNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
International Uniform Lesson List can 
be in your class or school? The list of 
1960 lessons is now ready. Many super- 
intendents and teachers have found in 
other years that these lists in the hands 
of each pupil can be a real encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at 
home. When used in the regular Sun- 


day school sessions instead of lesson 
leaflets, they may stimulate pupils to 
use the Bible itself rather than printed 
excerpts from it. Some superintendents 
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find the list convenient to hand to sub- 
stitute teachers as a guide for their les- 
son preparation. 

The 1960 Lesson List is prepared in 
a very convenient, pocket-size form. 
It lists all the International Uniform 
Lessons in the year in chronological or- 
der. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
with the Scripture references and Gol- 
den Texts and devotional readings, 
Specific topics for the various depart- 
ments of the Sunday school are also 
shown, with the Scripture reference for 
each, where these differ from the over- 
all Scriptures. 

Why not order a supply of the 1960 
Lesson List now and have them ready 
for use? 

Ordering a supply now will insure 
having your lists whenever you haye 
need for them. They may be had for 
20 cents a copy, $2 a dozen, or $16 a 
hundred, from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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God's Care in the Jungle 
(Continued from page 904) 


more and more difficult. As protection 
from the rain the men cut me some 
more lisan leaves, which had been such 
a help against the heat of the day be- 
fore. I made a tent over Val, who was 
sitting between my knees, and put an- 
other leaf on my head. It made a very 
effective insulation which provided a 
surprising degree of heat for the two 
of us, despite the fact that it leaked 
generously. (Lisan is the leaf used in 
making “Panama” hats, which are, of 
course, made in Ecuador!) 
(To be continued) 


ye 
What the Bookshelves Show — 


(Continued from page 903) 


proach, and makes a distinct contribu- 
tion to the homiletical library. It is 
not just another book of outlines. It 
is both useful and instructive, and will 
be particularly helpful to young min- 
isters and those who have little or no 
formal training. 


Historic Protestantism and Predesti- 
nation. By Harry Buis. (Presbyterian 
and Reformed Pub: Co., Box 185, Nut- 
ley, N. J.; $2.75.) The Reformed doctrine 
of predestination, rejected by a large 
part of the church today and treated as 
a subject for mere academic discussion 
by too many, comes in for a fresh and 
careful study in this new book. The au- 
thor’s thesis is that the popular notion 
that the doctrine is. a “discovery” of 
Calvin’s is utterly erroneous, and he 
documents his conviction by showing 
how Augustine, Wycliffe, and Luther, as 
well as many others, had taught the 
same thing long before Calvin’s presen- 
tation of it in his famous “Institutes of 
the Christian Religion” became so in- 
fluential in the Reformation Movement. 

According to Buis, the doctrine of pre- 
destination was characteristic of the Re- 
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formers, and it was only at a later date 
that Melanchthon’s influence turned the 
Lutherans from it, and a similar move- 
ment in the Church of England pre- 
pared the way for Wesley’s rejection of 
the doctrine. 

The author makes out a strong case 
for his position, and then moves on to a 
consideration of the church’s attitude 
toward predestination in later years. 
His chapter on the viewpoints of Barth 
and Brunner is very enlightening, and 
his own statement of the Biblical basis 
of the doctrine is well done, although 
the brevity of this particular chapter 
will undoubtedly leave a number of un- 
resolved questions in the minds of those 
who are not prepared to accept Mr. 
Buis’s position. 

The last chapter of the book, “An 
Explanation to the Modern Mind,” is an 
excellent statement of the doctrine, and 
a presentation of its significance for 
present-day theological thought. The 
author has a clear, forceful style, and 
Christian laymen as well as preachers 
could profit from his thoughtful treat- 
ment of a highly controversial theme. 
The book deserves careful reading and 
thoughtful consideration. 


Baptism. By Johannes Warns. (Kregel 
Publications, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$3.95.) The subtitle accurately describes 
the volume: “Studies in the Original 
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Christian Baptism, Its History and Con- 
flicts, Its Relation to a State or National 
Church, and Its Significance for the 
Present Time.” Written originally in 
1913, with a second edition appearing 
in 1922, this volume has been trans- 
lated recently from the German by G. 
H. Lang. It is a polemic against infant 
baptism and the modes of sprinkling 
and pouring, and an argument for 
belhiever’s baptism and the mode of im- 
mersion. As the subtitle makes evi- 
dent, the chief target is the Lutheran 
State Church in Germany, whose ex- 
cesses and attitudes are excoriated. The 
author devotes the first seventy-two 
pages to a discussion of relevant Scrip- 
ture passages, and thtn considers the 
evidence of history for the remainder 
of the 344 pages. This work is a sig- 
nificant addition to the long line of 
studies on this controversial question. 
In the examination of the Scriptures, 
Warns adds little to what has already 
been said, and -his manner cannot be 
said to be objective. On the other 
hand, his study of history brings -‘many 
interesting things to light, although 
these are not always relevant to the 
subject of baptism. 


Let’s Have a Party. By Mildred 
Dooley Cathcart. (Moody Press, Chi- 
cago 10; $2.95.) Here is a veritable gold 
mine of helpfulness for any group of 
Christians desiring or planning for a 
time of happy fellowship in an occa- 
sional social hour. There have been 
many books of this general type, but 
this one is truly exceptional. There are 
games and programs, original and some- 
times humorous, for about every pos- 
sible occasion and special day. Many 


. are in the form of contests of various 


kinds. ‘There are also practical and 
delightful suggestions of interest to those 
who are planning for just such occasions 
—directions with regard to invitations, 
decorations, refreshments, and the like— 
in fact, a whole chapter of desirable rec- 
ipes. But most notable of all is the 
truly Christian and Biblical character of 
a great number of the games and: con- 
tests. Any Christian, Bible lover, or 
Sunday school teacher will find the book 
not only entertaining but useful in 
familiarizing the entertained with the 
outstanding facts and characters in the 
Book of books. 


‘The Lord From Heaven. By Leon 
Morris, B.Sc., M.Th., Ph.D. (Wm. B. 
Eerdmans’ Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $1.50, board.) A short and sim- 
ple outline of the main lines of New 
Testament thought regarding the per- 
son of Christ is the framework for this 
fascinating ‘yet reverent presentation. 
It is a Pathway book. Controversy is 
bypassed in a successful appeal to cap- 
ture’ reader-attention. An orderly ar- 
rangement presents the portrait of 
Christ as found in the Gospels, His 
view of Himself, and His manhood. 
The remainder of: the volume deals with 
His portrayal as Prince and Saviour in 
the Acts, as the Lord of Glory in Paul’s 
Epistles, as our great High Priest in 
Hebrews, and as God the Word -in 
John’s writings. There is an abundance 
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of Scripture to substantiate all con- 
clusions of genuine deity: and perfect 
humanity. “It is impossible to accept 
what the early believers said about 
Jesus and stop short of ascribing deity 
to Him.” The concluding appeal states, 
“The faith of these men challenges us 
to make a similar venture of faith.” 


Biblical Exegesis in the Qumran 
Texts. By F. F. Bruce. (Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 
$2.50.) Dr. Bruce examines the exegeti- 
cal methods of the “Dead Sea Scroll” 
community, contrasting them with first 
century Christian interpretation.’ The 
student of the Qumran literature will 
find new light on the commentaries, 
Zadokite work, and Messianic interpre- 
tation. Because of the intensive nature 
of these eighty-two pages, the book’s 
usefulness is limited to readers who pos- 
sess some background. The reviewer 
recommends Dr. Bruce’s earlier “Second 
Thoughts on the Dead Sea Scrolls” 
(Eerdmans, $2.50) as a starting point. 


we 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 6 


1. Biblical Road Signs 
(Gen. 12:1-3) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

LL of us have had the experience of 
traveling along a road in an auto- 
mobile and of observing signs along the 
way telling us that we were so many 
miles from a certain city, or an impor- 
tant landmark, or national park, that 
we were hoping to visit. Perhaps along 
the way we also stopped at a service 
station or a travel bureau in order to 
get further detailed information about 
our destination. This week’s topic and 
next week’s are intended to show us 
how God posted signs and prepared in- 
formation for the human race as they 
would journey down through time, 
pointing to the coming of the Lord 
Jesus as the Redeemer, so that men 
would not be left to stumble along 
blindly but would have hope and in- 
spiration in the knowledge that One 
would come who could save from sin 
and restore the fallen human race to 
fellowship with God. 
9g 
It is interesting to note right here that 
every tribe and people on the face of the 
earth have had in their traditions and 
folklore, however dim or imperfect, the 
record of a coming Redeemer, showing 
that, somewhere along the way, they 
had seen one of God’s road signs. The 
tragedy is that many of them have not 
followed in the direction the road signs 
have pointed but have turned away to 
follow their own imaginations. 
4 
In God’s Word, however, a record has 
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been preserved of the signs God gave, . 


first to the whole human race and later 
to His Chosen People—chosen, not be- 
cause God had some special favorites or 
because the Hebrew race was any bet- 
ter than others, but because in the be- 
ginning God found in them certain men 
and women who were willing to listen 
to His voice and to obey Him, and there- 
fore were ones through whom He could 
work in preparing the way for the com- 
ing of His Son. 

one 

One of the earliest road signs is found 

in Genesis 3:15, where, immediately 
after the disobedience of Adam and 
Eve, God proclaimed that through Eve 
should come One who would bruise the 
head of the serpent who had brought 
about the Fall and who, in so doing, 
should also be bruised. 

4 

While not described in so many words 

in the Scriptures, the ark described in 
Genesis 6 was certainly one of God’s 
road signs in that it was a type of the 
. Lord Jesus as the refuge of His people 
from judgment (Heb. 11:7). And it is 
interesting to note that the word trans- 
lated “pitch” in Genesis 6:14 comes from 
the same root that is translated “atone- 
ment” in Leviticus 17:11. 

we 


In the verses chosen for this week’s 
topic from Genesis 12, telling of the call 
of Abraham, we find another road sign 
pointing to the great nation that was to 
come through Abraham and through 
whom all families of the earth were to 
be blessed. Matthew 1 recites the gen- 
ealogy of the Lord Jesus, beginning 
with Abraham and ending with Joseph, 
the legal head of the family into which 
Christ was born. 
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Farther along in the Book of Genesis 
we find additional road signs—the 
promises given to Isaac and to Jacob in- 
dicating God’s purpose to bring about 
through their descendants the, same 
blessing promised to Abraham. All 
through the Books of Exodus and Le- 
viticus and Numbers are to be found 
road signs in the types. of Christ that 
are set forth, such as the manna (Exod. 
16:11-18; John 6:19-58); the shekels 
(Exod. 30:13-16; 38:24-31); the rock 
(Exod. 17:6; 1 Cor. 10:4); the brazen 
serpent (Num. 21:6-9; John 3:14, 15); 
the cities of refuge (Num. 35:6; Heb. 6: 
18); and many others. The Psalms and 
the Prophecies are full of signposts 
pointing to the Coming One, describing 
Him, and giving details concerning His 
life, suffering, death, and resurrection. 
Some of these you will want to read, or 
have read, in this meeting such as Isa- 
iah 11:1-5; Isaiah 59:20; Isaiah 61:1-3 
coupled with Luke 4:16-21; Isaiah 7:14- 
16; Jeremiah 23:5; Malachi 3:1. 
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We who today may look back on these 
road signs and see how they were ful- 
filled in the life and death of the Lord 
Jesus should also give heed to the many 
other road signs in God’s Word telling 
us that the Lord Jesus will come again. 
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Are you paying attention to these signs 
and following their directions? 
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Daily Bible i on the International 
Lessons, issued .. the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


November 30 to December 6 


Mon.—Acts 9:10-16. 
Faith Overrules Caution. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “But the Lord 
said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a 
chosen vessel unto me, to bear my 
name before the Gentiles, and kings, 
and the children of Israel.” The Word 
of the Lord is our only safe guide in life 
situations. Let all your actions be “ac- 
cording to thy [God’s] word.” Ananias, 
assured of God’s will in this difficult 
case, immediately went on his errand 
with assurance and success. Like the 
Lord’s apostles let us always obey God. 
We are only safe and certain of blessing 
when we do whatsoever the Lord Jesus 
tells us to do. Thank God for many 
who are quick to obey as soon as the 
Lord shows them His way. Pray for the 
Hebrew Christian Testimony to Israel, 
London, Eng. 


Tues—<Acts 9:17-22. 
. Trust Replaces Fear. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Then was Saul 
certain days with the disciples which 
were at Damascus. And straightway he 
preached Christ in the synagogues, that 
he is the Son of God. But’all that 
heard him were amazed.” This roaring 
lion of a persecutor had received a new 
heart and a new spirit from the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and so confidence replaced 
caution in the disciples at Damascus 
and elsewhere. If we believed God 
more, we, too, would see more and more 
remarkable conversions. If ministers 
only knew it, miraculous ministries 
with souls are near at hand for all who 
say to the Lord, “Take my will and 
make it Thine, it shall be no longer 
mine.” Pray for Mission to the Blind in 
Bible Lands, Bethlehem, Jordan. 


Wed.—Acts 9:23-31. . 
Barnabas Sponsors Saul. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When’ Saul was 
come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join 
himself to the disciples: but they were 
all afraid of him, and believed not that 
he was a disciple. But Barnabas took 
him, and brought him to the apostles, 
and declared unto them how he had 
seen the Lord in the way, and that he 
had spoken to him, and how he had 
preached boldly at Damascus in the 
name of Jesus.” One divine providence 
called for another. Conversion was 
blended with the blessing of commun- 
ion with saints. Real converts. to Christ 
are all witnesses for Christ. The aware- 
ness and joy of salvation through the 
grace of Christ is known only to them 
who confess with the mouth the Lord 
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Jesus (Rom. 10:9-11). Pray for Friends 
of Israel Missionary and Relief Society, 
Philadelphia. : 


Thurs.—Romans 15:1-7. 
Helping the Weak, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS:- “We then that 
are strong ought to bear the infirmities 
of the weak, and not to please our- 
selves.” In a fire in an old people's 
home, recently, the major efforts were’ 
made to. rescue the weak and helpless, 
In Christian service let us never over- 
look the needs of the poor and weak, 
and blind, physically and spiritually, 
The Word directs us thus: “Look not 
every man on his own things, but every 
man also on the things of others” (Phil. 
2:4). Are you a helper of the weak? 
To the weak do you become weak that 
you might gain the weak for Christ? 
sLet us all learn to “condescend to men 
of low estate” (Rom. 12:16). Pray for 
the Mildmay Mission to the Jews, Lon- 
don, Eng. 


Fri—Luke 6:32-38. “Judge Not.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Judge not, and 
ye shall not be judged: condemn not, 
and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, 
and ye shall be forgiven.” It is a com- 
mon and grievous sin to pass: judgment 


‘ upon others on sight or from gossip. It 


is a form of backbiting. And backbit- 
ing is a very great sin. Note its com- 
pany (Rom. 1:30); observe its status 
(Psa. 15:3) and its evil influence among 
Christians (2. Cor. 12:20). Learn to 
frown on the sin of backbiting (Prov. 
25:23). Folks who are quick at nudging 
may also be quick at judging. Avoid 
this evil as you would poison. Pray for 
the South Sea Evangelical Mission, Syd- 
ney, Australia. 


Sat.—Galatians 6:1-6. Bearing Burdens. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Bear ye one an- 
other’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ.” “The law of Christ” here re- 
ferred to includes not only our Lord’s 
Gospel precepts but also His personal 
example. His life is the law or rule of 
the life of the believer. And we know 
that “though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, that ye’ through 
his poverty might be rich” (2 Cor. 8:9). 
A Christlike life is the happiest and 
most useful life that can be seen in this 
world. Pray for Lee Memorial Mission, 
Calcutta, India. 


Sun.—Colossians 3:12-17. 
. Do All for Christ. 
PRAYER SvuGGesTions: “And _ whatso- 
ever ye do in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God and the Father by him.” 
Let us never forget whose servant we 
are through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus. Bought out of Satan’s 
market, set free to serve the Lord with 
gladness, let us ever be His blessed 
bondslaves to serve Him in the Gospel 
of grace. Describe yourself, as did 
Paul, as a bondslave of Jesus Christ. 
The Lord’s service at its worst is in- 
finitely better than Satan’s at its best. 
Moses’ choice (Heb. 11:24-26) shows all 
of us the happiest of choices. Pray fot 
Japan Evangelistic Band, Los Angeles. 








